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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2nd Annual Wellness Pow Wow 
Held at Community Building

More photos from this event 
and many others can be found 

on our new flickr account at

https://www.flickr.com/pho-
tos/131236426@N03/albums

Fancy winners were L-R: 3rd Xavier Toehay, 2nd Wyatt Paddy, 
and 1st Ahkyka Pewo

Cloth and Buckskin winners were L-R: 5th Ezebelle Chaddle-
sone, 4th Malia Pewo, 3rd Malie Cooper-Youngman, 2nd 
Candelinn Toehay-Tartsah, and 1st Racey Satepeahtaw

Former Wichita Princess and current CHR 
Patient Transporter, Cassandra McAdams 

with daughter Adrian Nawa 
Spottedhorsechief

Southern Straight winners were L-R: 4th Shane Cozad; 3rd 
Watson Mithlow; 2nd Corey Chasenah; and 1st Jeffrey Lightfoot

Wichita Little Sisters Princess, Alexis Ahtone-Abbott, 
shakes hands with a drummer, as she introduces herself 

at the event

Former Wichita Princess, Joli Herrera, and sisters, Isis 
Mathews and Janessa Herrera, with their grandmother, 

former Wichita Princess, Marilyn Tiger
This is the second year that our tribe has held this event. With 165 
registered in attendance, we consider this a successful event, once again. 
Thank you, on behalf of the Health and Special Diabetes Program. We 
would like to thank all of the staff of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, 
that volunteered for this successful event. Thank you to our head staff, 
co-sponsors, and community, for coming out. We look forward to see-
ing you again next year.
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President’s Report
By Terri Parton, 

President
February 17, 2016

*Information in report through 
1-31-16

Our Tribe suffered great loss at 
the beginning of the new year.  
It has been tough for many our 
Wichita families.  We enter 
2016 with heavy hearts for our 
Wichita people but our people 
are strong, will overcome and 
rise above the pain knowing 
that we will see our loved ones 
again.  I have faith in that. 

Elections and 
Annual Meeting

This year marks a big year for 
our tribe as we look towards 
elections in July 2016.  Our 
tribe is somewhat unique in 
that all seven seats on our Ex-
ecutive Committee will be up 
for election.  Please make sure 
that you begin to make plans 
to vote on July 16, 2016 no 
matter what candidates you 
choose to elect.  The important 
thing is that you take the time 
to come and vote.  In addition 
to the elections, our Annual 
Meeting will also be held on 
July 16, 2016. We will provide 
more information in upcom-
ing newspapers. 

Intern Program
We have begun to advertise 
our Summer Intern Program.   
This is a great experience for 
our high school and college 
youth.  I have been very en-
couraged about the future of 
our tribe with the interns that 
have participated over the last 
few years.  You can find the 

Employment Applications on-
line at www.wichitatribe.com 
under Human Resources. 

Tribal Member Health 
Plan 

Tribal members have been 
utilizing their tribal member 
health plan cards.  We hope 
that the eyeglass assistance 
and prescription assistance 
previously offered has been 
made easier to use with the 
card.  There have been over 
1,300 enrolled tribal members 
that have applied for their trib-
al member health plan cards 
by January 31.  Applications 
are available at the Adminis-
tration Building.  If you are an 
enrolled tribal member, please 
call (405) 247-2425 ext. 100 
for an application.    

Hinton Travel Inn 
Renovations

The Wichita Executive Com-
mittee is working with a com-
pany to get a Guaranteed 
Maximum Price (GMP) for 
renovations to the Hinton 
Travel Inn.  We hope to have 
the contracts completed some-
time in February. 

Rock Spring Cemetery
The Wichita Executive Com-
mittee is working with a com-
pany to get a Guaranteed 
Maximum Price (GMP) to 
complete the work on Rock 
Spring Cemetery.  We hope to 
have the contracts completed 
sometime in February. 

Strategic Planning
On December 15 and 16, 2015, 
the Wichita Executive Com-
mittee held a two day planning 

session for Tribal Government 
Priority Planning.  The plan-
ning session included coming 
up with an action plan for the 
next six months to get projects 
completed. Below are some of 
the things discussed for the six 
month action plan:
• Meeting with staff to com-

municate the plans-Com-
pleted

• Wage and Salary Scale-Be-
ing worked on

• Hire Executive Secretary to 
the President-Advertised

• Identified funding resourc-
es for various projects that 
we want to complete-Com-
pleted

• Wichita Historical Cen-
ter-Being worked on

• Water and sewer lines for 
triangle property-Being 
worked on

• Trust applications for Hin-
ton/Hydro properties-Be-
ing worked on

• Cemetery work-Working 
on GMP

• Hinton Travel Inn renova-
tions-Working on GMP

• Smoke Shop expan-
sion-Being worked on

• Wichita School Readiness 
Program-Being worked on

On January 20 and 21, 2016, 
the Wichita Executive Com-
mittee and Wichita Tribe In-
dustrial Development Com-
mission met.  Discussion was 
held on possible ways to in-
crease revenues, taxes, land 
use, possible new businesses, 
finances, resources, master 
planning and intern program. 
In addition, the Wichita Ex-
ecutive Committee will be-
gin meeting monthly with the 

Commissions as a group to 
make sure that communica-
tion remains open and every-
one knows what is going on 
with the other commissions to 
keep things moving forward. 

Mazzio’s Building 
Renovations for the 

Wichita Child 
Development Center

The Mazzio’s building renova-
tions for the Wichita Child De-
velopment Center is moving 
along.  There is some electri-
cal, plumbing, floors, finishing 
touches and inspections that 
need to be completed on the 
renovation.  After that they 
will begin moving in.   Kathy 
Hopen, CCDF Director, has 
done a great job in seeing this 
project through and working 
to make this project happen.  
Thanks to Kathy Hopen and 
also to the Wichita Tribe In-
dustrial Development Com-
mission for purchasing the 
building.   

Wichita History Center
The Wichita History Center 
completed the groundbreak-
ing ceremony on January 28, 
2016.  Thank you to all who 
came out and took part in the 
event.   

Home Improvement 
Program for Elders 55 

and Over
Tito Saldana and Myles Ste-
phenson Jr. will begin doing 
inspections on homes in Feb-
ruary.  10 applicants were ap-
proved for the Home Improve-
ment Program for Elders.  We 
hope to get the renovations on 
the homes started soon. 

Conclusion
Our Tribe suffered greatly 
in the start of 2016.  Look-
ing through history we often 
go through periods of tough 
times like this.  We go through 
months where we don’t lose 
anyone in the Tribe and then all 
of the sudden we go through a 
brief period of heartache with 
great loss whether it elders, 
children or those in between.  
As you will see in this newspa-
per, death and illness doesn’t 
affect people of one specific 
age group.   Please continue 
to keep these families in your 
prayers. 
As we enter election time and 
considering what our Tribe 
faced in the new year, the im-
portant thing is that we stay 
strong for each other and sup-
port our Wichita families in 
times like these.  It is import-
ant that we remember that we 
are all family in that we are all 
Wichita and Indian people. 
It is important that we all get 
along as a Tribe.  We aren’t 
promised tomorrow.  We will 
have disagreements as a Tribe 
but we must continue to work 
together to provide for our 
Wichita people, to take care 
of elders who are still with us 
and provide a future for our 
children.
We hope to be doing great 
things for our Tribe in the next 
six months as we finish out this 
term.  This Executive Commit-
tee has worked well together.  
As a tribal leader, I am very 
thankful for the leadership 
that this Committee has giv-
en to our Tribe in that we are 
able to work together and get 
past any differences.  This is a 
big year for our Tribe in loss 
and the potential for change.  
Please keep our Wichita peo-
ple, Indian people, elders, 
Wichita Executive Committee, 
our community and especially 
our children, youth and teens 
in prayer as we look toward 
the rest of 2016.  

TYSP Case Manager
TYSP Surveillance Specialist
TYSP Outreach Specialist
Grants Compliance Officer
Executive Secretary
Housekeeping

TGVT Services Specialist
TYSP Transportation Specialist
TYSP Administrative Assistant

The above information is report-
ed as of January 31, 2016. The 
figures for Tribal Government 
will have changed, as the follow-
ing nine positions, have been or 
will be filled soon:
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Note
Hello all,

Once again, I am pushing the social media. 
We already have the Twitter, Facebook, Wordpress 
blog, mobile APP and website, and now a Flickr 
account to showcase many of the photographs that 
we do not distribute through the other channels.  
The goal will be to bring the most information to you 
with the quickest turnaround time. Many times I have 
additional stories or pictures to run, but they get bumped 
due to time or size parameters. The hope is to showcase 
as much content as possible on the other formats to make 
sure that these stories are shared. I will be still soon be 
offering classes to different segments over the next few 
months about our mobile and web based platforms. These 
will demonstrate how these tools are beneficial to you, 
as well as, how to install, utilize, and/or maximize your 
usage of such.

I am always seeking new content ideas. Please contact me 
at 405-247-2425 ext. 165, or amber.luke@wichitatribe.
com with your suggestions. These could be new types of 
stories, people that you would like to know more about, or 
as always, submitted reader/tribal member content. 

So:ti:c?a,
Amber Luke

Isi:c?i:te:re?e  
Notices   

The financials provided do not provide information on any assets the Tribe purchased 
such as land.

Casino Distributions to the Tribe 

Reported for FY-2016 

October 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015 

 

 

 

October $63,178.87 
November $300,483.32 
December $80,620.83 
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Community News

Do You Have 
Community News to Share?
If you have a birthday, graduation, award or other significant event to share, 

please contact me at 405-247-2425 ext. 165 or at 
newsletter@wichitatribe.com. We want to celebrate with you. Please 
include any information of note including dates, lineage, photos (in digital 

format or original photos) and contact information. 
-Amber Luke

Enrollment  as of
January 31, 2016

2,890

Teen Suicide Prevention Program Seeks Contracted Program Evaluator
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, a federally recognized Native American Tribe, is seeking a qualified grant evaluator for the 
Garrett Lee Smith federal grant. The tribe will accept Applications to Serve as Contracted Program Evaluator from qual-
ified Universities or Colleges to provide Grant Evaluation Services.  Your response should include the requested infor-
mation in the RFQ and the completed Application to Serve as Contracted Program Evaluator. Subcontracting will not be 
allowed for any portion of the services requested within this RFQ without the prior written consent of the tribe.
All applicants must meet the base screening criteria, as follows:
Applicants must possess relevant professional education and training in grant writing and evaluation, as evidenced by 
answers on the Application to Serve as a Contracted Program Evaluator.
Applicants must have a minimum of two years recent experience (within the last 10 years) serving in a grant evaluation 
capacity.

The college or university selected will be required to perform all services and duties usually performed by an external grant 
evaluator.  
All questions regarding this RFQ process should be directed to the Project Director Johnna Hurt at johnna.hurt@wichita-
tribe.com and copied to Tribal Administrator James Nelson at james.nelson@wichitatribe.com Questions will be accepted 
by e-mail until 5:00pm on February 12, 2016. One set of responses will be provided by e-mail on February 19, 2016. It is 
the responsibility of each interested college or university to decide how the questions and responses affect your submittals.
For the complete RFQ and Application to Serve as Contracted Program Evaluator, please contact Project Director Johnna 
Hurt at johnna.hurt@wichitatribe.com 
A completed Application to Serve as Contracted Program Evaluator should be received from each interested college or 
university. The completed applications will be accepted until 5:00pm Central Standard Time on February 29, 2016.
Submittals should be clearly labeled RFQ for Grant Evaluation Services on the outside of the submittal package and be 
addressed to:
 Wichita and Affiliated Tribes
 James Nelson, Tribal Administrator
 PO Box 729
 Anadarko, Ok 73005

LANGUAGE CLASSES 
BEING HELD

The Wichita Cultural Educa-
tion Program is having lan-
guage classes for children ages 
5-17 which began January 24th. 
Classes and are being held from 
2:00 PM to 3:30 PM in the por-
table building at the Wichita 
Tribal Complex which is locat-
ed 1 mile north of Anadarko on 
Hwy. 281, then one half mile 
west on Wichita Lane.

The main focus of the class is to 
prepare for the youth language 
fair that will be held in April at 
the Sam Noble Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Natural History. The 
class will be instructed by Do-
ris McLemore assisted by Gary 
McAdams.

For more information you 
may contact Gary McAdams at 
(405)247-2425, Ext. 169.
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Quarter-October 1 to December 31, 
2015.  The number in front represents 
the number of meetings. This is a brief 
summary of various meetings, events 
and conferences that I have attended 
throughout the quarter.  This does not 
include meetings with individual tribal 
members.  
• 3-Inter-Tribal Health Board 

Meetings-10/08/2015 (IHS-
Lawton)-Did Not Attend, 
11/05/2015-(IHS-Anadar-
ko)-Meeting Cancelled, 
12/03/2015-(IHS-Lawton)-Did 
Not Attend

• 3-WCD-10/15/2015 @ Delaware 
Nation, 11/12/2015 @ Wichita 
Tribal Complex, 12/10/2015 @ 
Caddo Nation

• 1-USACE-Wichita History Cen-
ter-10/01/2015

• 1-SPIRO Meeting Attend-
ed the Last Part of the Meet-
ing-10/03/2015

• 5-Staff Meetings-10/13/2015, 
10/27/2015, 11/16/2015, 
12/02/2015, 12/08/2015

• 1-AARP OK Indian Elder Hon-
ors-10/06/2015

• 1-Finley & Cook-Financial Over-
view-10/13/2015

• 1-BIA Tribal Information Meet-
ing-10/15/2016

• 1-Veterans Stand Down at C&A in 
Clinton-10/16/2015

• 1-American Indian Institute Staff 
Training-10/21/2015, 10/28/2015

• 1-IHS Budget Formulation Meet-
ing-10/22/2015

• 1-Guernsey-Water & Sewer 
Lines-10/22/2015

• 1-Strong Heart Study Presentation 
at AoA-10/28/2015

• 1-Arkansas City Parade with 
Tribal Princess-Charlie McAd-
ams-10/31/2015

• 1-SWOSU-Max Pyron-Emer-
gency Response Book for HTI-
11/02/2015

• 1-BIA Tribal Budget Conference 
for 638 Programs-11/03/2015

• 1-White House Tribal Nations 
Conference-11/04/15 to 11/06/15

• 1-Wichita History Center-Meet-
ing with the Corp of Engi-
neers-11/10/2015

• 1-OIGA-Statewide Economic Im-
pacts from Oklahoma Tribal Gov-
ernmental Gaming-11/17/2015

• 1-Bridges Over Poverty Meet-
ing-11/19/2015

• 1-Chickasha JOM Wichita History 
Presentation-11/20/2015

• 1-Texas Tree Coalition Presenta-
tion in Dallas with Gary McAdams 
and Amber Luke-12/01/2015

• 1-William Wedge, Oklahoma His-
tory Center-12/02/2015

• 1-Staff Meetings with WEC and all 
Casino Employees-12/03/2015

• 1-Chamber of Commerce-Da-
vid Scott & Clarke South-
ard-12/04/2015

• 1-Wastewater and Water Treat-
ment Plant Inspections with IHS 
and City-12/08/2015

• 2-SAMHSA-Teen Suicide Preven-
tion-Look at Locations for Offic-
es-12/21/2015

• 1-New Year’s Eve Watch Par-
ty-12/31/2015

 

President’s Additional Meetings

SONG CLASSES
The Wichita Song Class will meet Thursday at 6:30 PM in the por-
table building at the Wichita Tribal Complex which is located one 
mile north of Anadarko on Hwy. 281, then one half mile west on 
Wichita Lane. Instruction will be provided by Jimmy Reeder. For 
more information you may contact Gary McAdams at (405)247-
2425, Ext. 169.
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Wade Ethan 
Williams, 20, of Anadarko, 
Oklahoma went to his Heavenly home 
on Sunday, January 3, 2016 at his 
home in Anadarko. Wade was born 
January 1, 1996 in Chickasha, Okla-
homa. He was the New Years Baby for 
Grady County. With open arms, he was 
raised in the loving and caring home of 
Michael Lynn and Tammy E. (Galindo) 
Williams. He attended and graduated 
from Anadarko High School in 2014. 
He was active in High School Wres-
tling, cross country and baseball. He 
was an avid Kansas Jayhawk Fan and 
was a member of the Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma but was a Wichita at heart.
Left to cherish his memory is his moth-
er, Tammy Williams, birth mother, 
Lula Cisco; brothers: Brandon Wil-
liams and wife, Debra, Christopher 
Williams, Jeremy Williams and Mi-
chael Miller all of Anadarko, Jordan 
Cisco of Gracemont, Marcus Brummell 
of Binger, Maurice Cisco Johnson of 
Gracemont, and Chris Cisco Johnson 
of Anadarko; sisters: Mikah Williams 
of Anadarko, Jennah Williams Clark 
and husband, Dashaun of Norman, Ky 
Williams and Deloris Cisco Johnson 

of Anadarko, Jamie Heuton of Junc-
tion City, Kansas and Jordan Williams 
of Anadarko; nephews: Michael Wil-
liams, Damian Williams and Kaden 
Charles of Anadarko, Andrew Heuton 
and Ashton Heuton of Junction City, 
Kansas, and Koyai Clark of Norman; 
nieces: Sebreonna Williams, Tayla 
Williams, Lena Williams, Ka'lonnie 
Chyanne and Jade Cisco of Anadar-
ko, Ashley Heuton and Marlie Mae of 
Junction City, Kansas; special friends: 
Ica, Lavonda, Conner, and Ashton 
Bost; long time girlfriend, Elizabeth 
Luna; aunts, Gladys Walker and com-
panion, Jerry Davis, Leandra Galindo, 
Suzanne Ware, Rosalee Cisco ; uncles: 
David Williams and wife, Joni, Darrin 
Cisco, Brett Galindo, Tony Galindo, 
Freddie Galindo and wife, Carolyn, 
Frank Galindo, Bobby Cisco and Lindy 
Allen Tofpi; numerous cousins, other 
relatives and a host of friends.
Wade is preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Michael Williams, aunt, Dawn L. 
Williams Stephenson; uncles: Strat-
ford Williams and Durrell Galindo and 
a cousin, Benmichael Walker.
Prayer service was held Thursday, Jan-
uary 7, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. at the First 
Baptist Church in Anadarko. Funeral 
service was at 11:00 A.M., Friday, Jan-
uary 8, 2016 at the First Baptist Church 
in Anadarko. Bro. Lynn Bellamy offi-
ciated and was assisted by Rev. Mike 
Boyiddle. Burial was in the Memory 
Lane Cemetery in Anadarko. Pallbear-
ers were Faron Apauty Jr., Michael 
Miller, Adrian Luna, Jerald Walker, 
Conner Bost and Brent Cisco. Honor-
ary Pallbearers were Wade's brothers 
and Goodfellas softball team. Services 
are under the direction of Smith Fu-
neral Home, Anadarko, Oklahoma.
Condolences may be sent to the family 
at www.smithfuneralservices.com

Tammy Elaine 
Williams, 57 of Anadarko went 
to be with the Lord on January 11, 2016 
with her family by her side in Oklaho-
ma City. She was born on February 23, 
1958 in Lawton, OK to Jesse and Mar-
guerite (Wheeler) Galindo. Tammy 
was raised in Carnegie area on a farm. 
She graduated from Carnegie High 
School in 1976. She was a member of 
the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes of 
Oklahoma, was an avid OU and Thun-
der fan. She was a foster parent to nu-
merous children and loved her “grand 
honeys.”

She is survived by her children: Bran-
don Williams and wife Debra, Mikah 
Williams, Christopher Williams, all 
of Anadarko, Jennah and DaShawn 
Clark of Norman, Jeremy Williams, Ky 
Williams both of Anadarko, and John 
Henry Lorentz of Athens, PA ; adopt-
ed children: Josh Spence, Amon Lau-
renzana, Tony Weryackwe , and Chris 
and Clarissa Davilla all of Anadarko; 
brothers: Frank Galindo, Tony Galin-
do, Brett (Mousie) Galindo, and Fred-
dy and Carolyn Galindo all of Anadar-
ko; sister: Leandra "Andy" Galindo, 

Lawrence, KS; aunts: Gladys "Babe" 
Walker and companion Jerry Davis, 
Shirley Davilla of Anadarko, Judy 
and Charles Thompson of Wetumka, 
OK, Rose Roberson of Anadarko, OK, 
Priscilla Zadoka and Dusty and Fawn 
Zadoka of Carnegie, OK; uncles: Chief 
Williams and Joni of Anadarko, John 
Querdibitty, Dougie Butler of Anadar-
ko, OK ; grandchildren: Sebreonna 
Williams, Michael Williams, Taylor 
Williams, Lena Williams, Damian Wil-
liams, all of Anadarko and Koyai Clark 
of Norman; nephew: McNeil Passi; two 
special cousins: Tina Boyiddle of Carn-
egie and Elwin Wheeler of Anadarko; 
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins 
and other relatives and friends.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents: Jesse and Marguerite (Wheeler) 
Galindo; husband: Michael Lynn Wil-
liams; son: Wade Williams; Brother: 
Durrell (Poncho) Galindo; nephew: 
BenMichael Walker; sister-in-law: 
Dawn Stephenson; brother-in-law: 
Stratford and Nancy Williams; grand-
parents: Joe and Ethel Wheeler and 
Frank Galindo and Lotsee Chandler.
Prayer Service was at 7:00 pm on 
Thursday, January 14, 2016 at First 
Baptist Church, Anadarko.

Funeral Services were at 11:00 AM 
on Friday, January, 15, 2016 at Grace 
Christian Church with Rev. Mike Boy-
iddle officiating. Burial followed at 
Memory Lane under the direction 
of Ray & Martha’s Funeral Home of 
Anadarko. A meal will be served at the 
Wichita Community Center after the 
Funeral Service.

Christopher Scott 
Williams, 26, passed away on 
January 17, 2016 in Oklahoma City, 
OK with his family by his side. He was 
born February 22, 1989 in Lawton, 
Oklahoma to Tammy (Galindo) and 
Michael Lynn Williams. He graduated 
from Anadarko High School in 2007. 
He was a member of the Wichita and 
Affiliated Tribes, and worked in Sur-
veillance at Sugar Creek Casino in Hin-
ton.

He is survived by his three broth-
ers: Brandon Williams and wife Deb-
ra of Anadarko, Jeremih Williams of 
Anadarko and John Henry Lorentz of 
Athens, PA.; sisters: Mikah Williams, 
of Anadarko, Jennah Williams Clark 
and Dashaun Clark of Norman, Ky 
Williams, and Jordan Williams both of 
Anadarko; nephews: Michael "Mikey" 

Williams and Damian Williams; nieces: 
Sebreonna Williams, Tayla Williams, 
Lena Williams; uncles: Chief Williams 
and Joni of Anadarko; Frank Galindo, 
Tony Galindo, Brett (Mousie) Galindo, 
and Freddy and Carolyn Galindo all of 
Anadarko and Elwin Wheeler and wife 
Claudia; aunts: Leandra "Andy" Galin-
do, Lawrence, KS and Gladys "Babe" 
Walker and companion Jerry Davis; 
Special friends/ brothers: Amon Lau-
renzana, Anthony "Tony" Weryackwe, 
Chris Davilla and wife Clarissa, all of 
Anadarko; his special friend and Trib-
al President Terri Parton; numerous 
cousins and many friends.

He was preceded in death by his Fa-
ther: Michael Lynn Williams; Mother: 
Tammy E. Williams; brother: Wade 
Ethan Williams; Uncles: Stratford Wil-
liams and Durrell (Poncho) Galindo; 
aunts: Dawn Stephenson and Nancy 
Williams; cousin: Benmichael Walker; 
Brother-in-law: MacNeil Passi.

Pallbearers: Isaiah Trujillo, Wade 
Wetselline, Jared Williams, Dustin 
Williams, Benjamin Williams, Faron 
Apauty, Sr., Faron Apauty, Jr., Elijah 
Williams, Amon Laurenzana, Tony 
Weryackwe, Daryl Galindo, and Chris 
Davilla

Honorary Pallbearers: Frank Galin-
do, David "Chief" Williams, Anthony 
Galindo, Freddy Galindo, and Brett 
Galindo

Baby Prentiss-
Galindo

Creator took our Baby to the lodges of 
our people on December 28th, 2015.

I never got to hold you
Or kiss your little head
Or watch you sleeping 
soundly,
All snuggled in your bed.
I can’t count your tiny fin-
gers,
Or your even smaller toes.
I won’t see your smile,
Or your cute little button 
nose.
You’re gone too soon- we 
don’t even know 
If you’re a girl or boy,
Our hearts are filled with 
sorrow
When they should be filled 
with joy.
I know you are in heaven,
Where there is not pain or 
tears.
You’ll never get hurt or sick,
In heaven there are no 
fears.
And though I’m sad you’re 

not here right now
For us to hold today,
I know we’ll hold you in our 
arms
When we’re in heaven with 
you someday.

Daryl Galindo

Baby Prentiss-Galindo is survived by 
parents Daryl K. Galindo and Chey-
enne Prentiss, brother Javen Galindo, 
sister Monica Prentiss-Galindo, grand-
parents Tony Galindo, Billie Fore-
man, Bridgette Prentiss, and Reuben 
Prentiss. Baby was preceded in death 
by aunts Kari Galindo and Monica 
Prentiss, uncles Chris Williams and 
Wade Williams, grandparents Tam-
my Williams and Durrell “Poncho” 
Galindo, great-grandparents Jake and 
Marguerite Galindo, Barney and Pearl 
Oheltoint, Patty Char Kaubin, Valerie 
Prentiss, and Reuben Prentiss Sr., 
great-great-grandparents Joe and Eth-
el Wheeler, great-great-great-grand-
parents Grundy Wheeler and Edith 
Waitscox, and Fred Carruth and Gene-
va Roberts.

Special Thank you to the following:
Tobacco Man Gary McAdams, Aunt 
Torrie Thomas, Wichita President Ter-
ri Parton, the Wichita Executive Com-
mittee, Wichita Song Keeper Jimmy 
Reeder, Pastor Tim Nestell, and the 
Kiowa Song by Barney Oheltoint Jr.

Kiri?ara:r?a
Obituaries

Thank you to Ray & Martha’s Funeral Home (for-
merly Steverson’s Funeral Home) and Smith Fu-
neral Home for the services that they provided 
to our Wichita people during our time of loss. 

So:ti:c?a
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Julian Aloysius Clay 
Nava was born on December 23, 
2015 at Chandler Regional Hospital in 
Chandler, AZ. He weighed 10bs 2ozs 
and measured 21 inches long. He is 
the son of Julian Angelo Nava (San-
to Domingo Pueblo/Sac and Fox) and 
Wichita tribal member Candace Dawn 
French. “Baby Julian” is the grandson 
of Lynda French (Navajo) and the late 
Wichita tribal member Robert French 
Sr. He is the great-grandson of the 
late Tennyson and Evangeline (Clay) 
French. Candace is a second year law 
student at the Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law at Arizona State Uni-
versity and “Big Julian" serves as As-
sistant General Counsel for the Gila 
River Indian Community in Arizona. 

Federal Advocacy for the 
Tribal Client class in 

Washington, D.C.
Candace French, enrolled tribal member, recently 
attended the Federal Advocacy for the Tribal Client 
class in Washington, D.C. in the fall of 2015.  Ms. 
French was instructed by Professor Carl Artman 
who served as United States Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior for Indian Affairs. Through his teach-
ing Ms. French was able to gain valuable insight 
into the opportunity for Indian tribes to thrive 
through advocacy in our nation’s capital. While 
in Washington D.C., Ms. French had the opportu-
nity to meet the former Assistant Secretary Kevin 
Washburn as well as former congressmen, current 
congressional staffers, and working attorneys. I 
was also able to impress staffers from the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs with my knowledge 
of the Carcieri issue. Ms. French was awarded with 
a “redline” of the Tribal Law and Order Act signed 
by Nancy Pelosi and President Barack Obama.

The Wichita Executive Committee would like to congratulate Candace on all of her accomplishments while attending law 
school and also becoming a new first time mom while she continues to pursue her education.  Great job Candace!

Candace French is a 2nd year law student at the Sandra Day O’Conner College of Law at Arizona State University. Candace 
was recently selected as a 2015-2016 Judge Thomas Tang Scholar by the Arizona Asian American Bar Association(AAA-
BA). Awarded to only 4 students attending one of Arizona’s 3 law schools, Candace was the sole recipient from Arizona 
State University. In addition, Candace was also named a 2015-2016 Judge Mary Anne Richey Scholar by the Arizona 
Women Lawyers Association (AWLA) and was honored at the 2015 State Bar of Arizona Convention. The award is given 
to one student from each law school located in Arizona. Candace was also named a Carsten Family Scholar and the Dean 
Victoria Trotta Scholar by Arizona State University for her work as a victim advocate with the Gila River Indian Com-
munity. She is also the recipient of a CALI Award, which is given to the student who receives the highest award in a law 
school course. Candace is currently working as a legal writing intern at Fennermore Craig, one of Arizona’s oldest and 
most reputable law firms. She is involved with the Native American Law Students Association (NALSA), Law Society for 
Human Rights (LSHR) and the Women Law Student Association (WLSA) and a member of Alpha Pi Omega Sorority, Inc.. 
Candace is an enrolled Wichita tribal member and the daughter of Lynda French and the late Robert Earl French Sr.. She 
is the granddaughter of the late Tennyson and Evangeline (Clay) French and the great granddaughter of Hattie “Tah-kits” 
Phifer and Henry “Chah-sah-ah” Clay.

Jade Elizabeth Chavez 
Kittrell, age 21, passed from this life 
on December 30th, 2015 at her home in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma. She was the daugh-
ter of Claudine and Rodolfo Lozania of 
Anadarko, Oklahoma, and Lasaro Chavez 
of Aldama Chihuhua, Mexico. She was 
born on August 09, 1994 in Lawton, Okla-
homa. Jade was an enrolled member of 
the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes of Okla-
homa and the Kiowa Otoe Missouri Tribe, 
and was also a member of the Kitikiti’sh 
Little Sisters. She was a member of Grace 
Christian Fellowship in Anadarko, where 
at the age of twelve she received Salvation 
through Jesus Christ and was baptized.
Jade was a gifted artist and musician 
whose ability knew no bounds. Her sense 
of humor and comedic timing was unsur-
passed. She loved tattoos, video games, 
music, television, movies, and animals—
cats in particular, and held countless oth-
er interests. Most of all, Jade loved spend-
ing time with family: especially her little 
boy, Roman Todd, born to Jade and Evan 
Kittrell on January 23rd, 2014. Jade was a 
devoted mother, and always put her son’s 
needs above her own.
On May 22nd, 2015, Jade graduated from 
Anadarko High School, an achievement 
she worked hard for and was very proud 
of. Following graduation, Jade was em-
ployed by the Four Tribes Consortium in 
Anadarko, and placed in a temporary of-
fice position at the Delaware Tribe. She 
loved her job, and often spoke of the com-
raderie she shared with her coworkers. 
She felt appreciated and privileged to be 
taken under the wings of such wonderful 

people. Upon learning her employment 
would soon end, Jade applied for and 
received a position at the Wichita Travel 
Plaza, where she quickly earned the title 
“Pizza King.” Jade enjoyed working at the 
store and often shared funny experiences 
she had with her coworkers. She was em-
ployed at the Plaza until her time of death.
Jade looked forward to the future. She 
dreamed of becoming a tattoo artist, and 
was striving to make that dream a reality. 
She spoke excitedly of teaching herself to 
play the banjo. She was planning for her 
son’s second birthday, which was just 
around the corner. But for reasons known 
only to Jade, she abruptly halted her steps, 
deciding to stop and rest instead. She will 
be deeply missed by all who knew her, and 
forever cherished by all who loved her.
Jade is survived by her son, Roman Kittrell, 
of the home; her parents, Claudine and 
Rodolfo Lozania of Anadarko, Oklahoma, 
and Lasaro Chavez of Aldama Chihuahua, 
Mexico; two sisters, Tommie and Jammie 
Davis of Anadarko, Oklahoma; two broth-
ers, Roddy and Dre’ Lozania of Anadarko, 
Oklahoma; Roman’s father, Evan Kittrell, 
of Chickasha, Oklahoma; Tim, Anna, and 
Brandilyn Kittrell of Anadarko, Oklaho-
ma; her Godparents, Augustine and Mar-
ianne Arevalo; her grandparents, Jackie 
Arkeketa, Margie Tanner, Jose Chavez, 
and Doris McLamore; her neices and 
nephews, Darien Davis, “Trey” Jessie Al-
len Gomez III, Javeon Pendarvis, Markael 
Pendarvis, Latatia Pendarvis, Dominique 
Davis, Victor Del Angel, Juan Elliot Del 
Angel, RaeLeigh Del Angel, and Dajhmae 
Del Angel; and many other aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and friends. 
Jade was preceded in death by her grandfa-
ther, Elliott Davis; her great-grandmother, 
Mae Davis Lamar; her grandmother, Car-
olina Chavez; and her grandmother Lata-
tia Rolon-Medina.
The family wishes to thank all who are in 
attendance today, as well as the countless 
friends who have tirelessly supplied sup-
port through prayers, hugs, cards, letters, 
phone calls, email and text messages, so-
cial media, flowers, food, household items, 
and monetary offerings. Your sympathy 
and concern is deeply appreciated.
“We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 
4:19

Michael Lee Bessette, 
58, passed away on October 18, 2015. He 
was born in Anadarko, Oklahoma on Jan-
uary 2, 1957 to Duane and Nona Bessette 
of Anchorage. Michael originally moved 
to Anchorage in 1971 with his parents and 
siblings Duane Bessette Jr. (Elizabeth Bes-
sette), Steven Bessette (Sabrina Bessette), 
and Diana Bessette-McGee (Jon McGee). 
He graduated from Bartlett High School in 
1975 and later attended Oregon State and 
Southwest Texas University.
Michael owned a successful construction 
company in Boise, Idaho before retiring to 
Anchorage, Alaska in 2010. He was an ac-
complished fisherman and spent most of 
his summers fishing on the Kenai River at 
the McGee family cabin. He loved watch-
ing sports, especially tennis and football. 
His favorite team was the Green Bay Pack-
ers. Michael also enjoyed watching his 
nephew, JD McGee, play competitive bas-
ketball and rarely missed a game.  He had 
a passion for cooking and gardening.  

He was a devoted father of three chil-
dren, all of whom reside in Idaho: Mi-
chael Bessette Jr. (Kimberley Bessette), 
Ryan Keenan (Kylie Keenan) and Angela 
Keenan. He cherished his children and 
was very proud of them, not only for their 
accomplishments but also for the men and 
woman they had become. Being a senti-
mental man, he surrounded himself with 
photos of his children and his grandchil-
dren Layla Bessette, Kadin Keenan, Syre 
Keenan, Bishop Keenan, and Shailynn 
Keenan.  
Michael loved his family unconditionally. 
He always greeted and said goodbye to his 
loved ones with a hug and a kiss. He val-
ued the people in his life above all else. He 
was the first to arrive and the last to leave 
whenever anyone needed something. He 
was especially dedicated and loyal to his 
parents. He showed his deep love, admi-
ration, and respect for them by visiting 
frequently and assisting with day to day 
chores such as shoveling snow and helping 
to maintain their lawn. Michael remained 
a loving brother who kept in close contact 
with his siblings. Always friendly, conge-
nial, and easy going he had a wonderful 
sense of humor and a smile that could 
light up a room. He leaves behind numer-
ous nieces, nephews and cousins that he 
enjoyed keeping up with on social media.  
His passing will leave a void in the hearts 
of all who were blessed to have known and 
loved him.  He was a gift that was taken 
away too soon. Michael will be forever 
missed and never forgotten.  A service will 
be held on the Kenai River in the summer 
of 2016. 

Kiri?ara:r?a
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New Birth

Candace French

For assistance with funeral and burial expenses, call the Tribal Government 
Services Specialist office at 404-247-2425 ext. 134.

For more information on our tribal burial assistance program you can click 
the following link: 

http://wichitatribe.com/programs/tribal-enrollment/burial-assistance.aspx
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Wichita Executive 
Committee 

Activity Summary 
October 1-December 31, 

2015
Submitted by: President 

Terri Parton

Please note that this is just to 
give you a summary of the var-
ious issues discussed by the 
Committee and in some cases 
the things approved.  This is 
not all inclusive but it is being 
provided to you to give you 
an idea of the various things 
that come before the Commit-
tee.   Listed are the main top-
ics with brief listings of things 
discussed.

10/01/2015-Special 
Meeting

• Wichita History Cen-
ter- Interviews were held 
for contactors for the Wich-
ita History Center.  Two 
contractors gave presen-
tations on their proposals 
for Wichita History Center 
RFQ that was advertised.  
The United States Army 
Corps of Engineers was 
present.  The Wichita Ex-
ecutive Committee select-
ed Builders Unlimited, Inc. 
and Anishinabe Design for 
the Design Build team by a 
vote of 5-0-0.  

10/13/2015-Regular 
Meeting

• Finley & Cook- Discus-
sion was held on the draft 
tribal  financials ending 
09/30/2015.  Discussion 
was held on the cultural 
program budget, juvenile 
services budget, ICW and 
the CHR program funds.  
Discussion was held on the 
draft Sugar Creek Casino 
Financials and the coin in.  

• Sugar Creek Casino- 
Glen Coleman-Discussion 
was held on the bonus pro-
gram for attendance, men-
torship program appli-
cants. Motion to approve 
the Limit Use Permit  for 
Jackpot processing soft-
ware, motion carried 5-0-
0. Discussion was held 
on lease agreements for 
games and the cage fight to 
be held on 11/17/2015.

• Expo Discussion- Tara 
Tartsah-Discussion was 
held on the two groups and 
the elections for the expo. 
Motion to approve the use 
of the dance grounds of the 
expo group that will hold 
elections on the 17th as 
long as they provide porta-
ble toilets, motion carried 
5-0-0.

• Resolutions for Ap-
proval- Approved Reso-
lution-WT-16-01-Autho-
rizing the President to Sign 
the Lease Agreement for 24 
Games at Sugar Creek Ca-
sino, vote 5-0-0; Approved 
Resolution-WT-16-02-Ap-
proving 5 Applications 
for Enrollment, vote 
5-0-0; Approved pre-
viously tabled Resolu-
tion-WT-15-143-Autho-
rizing the Tribal Member 
Health and Welfare Ben-
efit Trust for FY-2016 and 
Attorney Fees Associated 

with Finalizing the Docu-
ments, vote 5-0-0. 

• Hinton Travel Inn- Mo-
tion to approve sweeping 
the operating account for 
payroll transaction with 
Paycom, motion carried 
5-0-0. 

• Other- Motion to approve 
Paycom to do the Afford-
able Care Act reporting 
for the Tribal Government 
vote 5-0-0.

• New Business- Motion 
to approve the position 
descriptions for the Wich-
ita Teen Suicide Preven-
tion and Surveillance Pro-
gram which include the 
project director, outreach 
specialist, case manager, 
surveillance and interven-
tion specialist and trans-
portation specialist,  vote 
5-0-0.   Motion to approve 
a donation to the Hinton 
School Foundation, vote 
5-0-0.  Motion to approve 
a tribal member request 
through the Tribal Funded 
Social Services Program, 
vote 4-0-1. (Ms. Davilla 
abstained.)  Motion to ap-
prove a Carnegie Herald ad 
for Veteran’s Day, vote 5-0-
0.  Motion to approve dates 
of 11/01/2015, 11/27/2015 
and 12/09/2015 for ap-
plication, application cut-
off and distribution date 
for the  Elder Payment for 
2015, vote 5-0-0. 

10/20/2016-Special 
Meeting

• Firefighter Program, 
Gary Parker- Mr. Parker 
could not make the meet-
ing. 

• Tribal Administrator, 
James Nelson- Discus-
sion on repairs to AoA bus 
that was fixed, discussion 
on having a Standdown for 
Veteran’s closer to Anadar-
ko, AoA office  space, re-
quest for use of building 
for cardio fitness classes, 
ICW position interviews, 
Teen Suicide Prevention 
Program and Injury Pre-
vention Program. Motion 
to deny request for cardio 
fitness classes, vote 5-1-0. 
(Ms. Walker opposed.) 

• Approval to Contribute 
to Brief-Dollar Gener-
al Corp v. Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw- Mo-
tion to approve a contribu-
tion to the brief, vote 6-0-
0. 

• Resolutions for Ap-
proval- Approved Res-
olution-WT-16-03-Ap-
proving and Accepting the 
Farming & Grazing Lease 
for the Described Wichita 
and Affiliated Tribes Prop-
erty Inherited Through 
an AIPRA Probate, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-04-Approving 
and Accepting the Farm-
ing & Grazing Lease for 
the Described Wichita and 
Affiliated Tribes Prop-
erty Inherited Through 
an AIPRA Probate, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-05-Approv-
ing the Submission of the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-

ment-Indian Community 
Development Block Grant, 
vote 6-0-0; Approved Res-
olution-WT-16-06 Increas-
ing the AoA Budget by 
$3,234.15 due to insurance 
for AoA van repairs, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-07-Approving 
the Release of Funds from 
the Sales Tax Account for 
the 1st Quarter Funding 
for the FY-2016 Wichita 
Tax Commission Budget, 
vote 6-0-0; Approved Res-
olution-WT-16-08-Ap-
proving Release of Funds 
from the Wichita Tax 
Commission for the Is-
cani Swimming Pool, vote  
6-0-0; Tabled  Resolu-
tion-WT-16-09-Adopting 
and Approving the Prop-
erty Management Policies 
and Procedures Manu-
al, vote 6-0-0; Approved 
Amendment to Resolu-
tion-WT-15-112-Approving 
and Accepting the Lease 
with David Farmer for the 
Property Known as the 
Caddo Sub-Agency, vote 
6-0-0.

• Direction on Feder-
al Charter Regarding 
IBIA Decision- Motion 
to seek judicial review in 
federal court under the Ad-
ministrative Procedures 
Act . 

• Discussion on Trade of 
AoA Bus- Discussion. 

• Discussion on WCD 
Lease for Headstart- 
Motion to direct WCD to 
charge full amount for 
rent, vote 6-0-0. 

• Other- Updates on Guern-
sey and the waterline and 
the Mazzio’s building reno-
vations for the WCDC Pro-
gram. 

• New Business- Approved 
the Hobbs, Straus, Dean & 
Walker, LLP invoices, vote 
6-0-0.  Motion to approve 
Absolute Data Shredding 
Proposal for 100 boxes of 
approved documents for 
shredding, vote 6-0-0. Ap-
proved tribal member edu-
cation request, vote 6-0-0. 
Denied request by non-en-
rolled tribal member for 
driveway, vote 6-0-0.  De-
nied membership to the 
AICC, vote 6-0-0. Denied 
membership to OSA, vote 
6-0-0. Approved OICWA 
sponsorship, vote 6-0-0 
and travel for Ms. Walk-
er and Ms. Thompson to 
the conference in Oklaho-
ma, vote 6-0-0. Discus-
sion held on the 1 acre lot 
at Hinton and the White 
House Tribal Nations Con-
ference coming up. 

10/27/2015-Special 
Meeting

• Firefighter Program, 
Gary Parker- Discussion 
was held on an agreement 
with the Forest Service, 
training and  equipment.

• Tribal Administrator, 
James Nelson- Update 
on interviews, spook trail, 
AoA office space, enroll-
ment and the CCDF Pro-
gram. 

• Resolutions for Ap-
proval- Approved Res-

olution-WT-16-10-Ap-
proving 3 Applications 
for Enrollment, vote 5-0-1 
(Ms. Walker abstained.); 
Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-11-Approving 
the Appointment of Kar-
en Thompson t the Foster 
Care Review Board, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-12-Approving 
and Authorizing Amend-
ed Sign Lease Agreement 
and Memorandum and 
Notice of Lease Agree-
ment for Hydro Tract, vote 
6-0-0;  Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-09 tabled on 
10/20/2016 Adopting and 
Approving the Property 
Management Policies and 
Procedures Manuel, vote 
6-0-0.

• Old Business- Updates 
provided on the waterline 
project with Guernsey and 
the Mazzio’s Project for the 
WCDC.  

• New Business- Discus-
sion on flag pole for trib-
al flag, Hinton Travel Inn 
financials and NIGC site 
visit correspondence.  Ap-
proved donation to IHS for 
Halloween event, vote 6-0-
0. Approved flag request 
for the City of Anadarko, 
vote 5-0-0.  Flags not ap-
proved for the Carnegie 
JOM or BIA Court.  OC-
AITHB dues discussed.  
Discussion on tribal elder 
HVAC issues.  Approved 
tribal elder  hot water tank 
request, vote 5-0-1. (Ms. 
Davilla abstained.) 

11/03/2015-Special 
Meeting 

• Wichita Gaming Com-
mission- Discussion was 
held on new Executive Di-
rector, Benjamin Williams, 
contract authority, bids 
and door access system. 

• Resolutions for Approv-
al-Approved Resoltution-
WT-16-13-Approving the 
Extension of the Waiver 
of Sales Tax for the Wich-
ita  Travel Plaza, vote 5-0-
1. (Mr. Jones abstained.) 
; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-14-Approving 
the Addition of Indigenous 
Peoples Day to the Pol-
icies and Procedures of 
the Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes Tribal Government, 
vote 6-0-0; Approved Res-
olution-WT-16-15-Grant-
ing Authority to the Wich-
ita Gaming Commission to 
Enter into a Surveillance 
Equipment Contract, vote 
6-0-0. 

• Old Business- Discussion 
was held on the Right-of-
Ways at Hinton, Mazziio’s 
Project for WCDC, and the 
firefighter program. 

• New Business- Infor-
mation provided on the 
APS-Indian Policies and 
Procedures. Discussion 
on the Hinton Travel 
Inn-Emergency Response 
Handbook and Bluestone 
Strategy Group Propos-
al. Approved the Employ-
ee Christmas Party to be 
held at Sugar Creek Casi-
no event center as long as 
there is no conflict with 

events, vote 5-0-1. (Ms. Da-
villa abstained.)  Approved 
the positon description 
and advertising of a Grants 
Compliance Officer/Inter-
nal Auditor, vote 6-0-0. 
11/17/2015-Speical 

Meeting
• Finley & Cook- Dis-

cussion on tribal govern-
ment financials ending 
10/31/2015 including li-
abilities, decreased fund 
balance, BIA 638 Programs 
and program income from 
the Child Care Center.  

• Tribal Administrator, 
James Nelson- Discus-
sion was held on AoA office 
space, Teen Suicide Pre-
vention grant, phone sys-
tem, dress code,  travel and 
Cancer Awareness event.  

• Sugar Creek Casino- 
Glen Coleman- Discus-
sion was held on financials, 
utilizing casino funds for 
hotel renovation, bar, café, 
advertising, setting up al-
cohol license to bill once 
per month by WTC, IRS, 
putting south fascia wall 
out for bid again, need for 
cigarette machine replace-
ment, proposal for new 
pizza area, options for café 
and meeting with staff on 
12/03/2015.  

• Resolutions for Ap-
proval- Tabled Resolu-
tion-WT-16-16-Approv-
ing 6 Applications for 
Enrollment, vote 6-0-
0; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-17-Authoriz-
ing the Release of Funds 
from the Casino Revenue 
Account to Partially Fund 
the Tribal Funded Pro-
grams for FY-2016, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-18-Approv-
ing and Authorizing Grant 
of Highway Right-of-
Way on Hinton 80-Acre 
Tract to State of Oklaho-
ma Through ODOT, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Res-
olut ion-WT-16-19-Ap-
proving and Authorizing 
Grant of Right-of-Way on 
Hinton Parking Parcel 6 
Tract to State of Oklaho-
ma Through ODOT, vote 
6-0-0; Tabled Resolu-
tion-WT-16-20-Authoriz-
ing President to Execute 
Tri-Party Public Deposit 
Pledge Agreement for Bank 
of Commerce Accounts, 
vote 6-0-0; Approved 
Resolution-WT-16-21-Au-
thorizing President to 
Enter Into Administra-
tive Services Agreement 
with NCH, Business As-
sociate Agreement and 
Non-Disclosure Agree-
ment for Tribally Funded 
Insurance Program, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Reso-
lution-WT-16-22-Autho-
rizing the Reinvestment 
of Funds into a CDARS 
Program and the Use of 
Funds for the Tribal Mem-
ber Health Plan, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-23-Authoriz-
ing the Mailout and Veri-
fication of Enrollment for 
the Tribally Funded Health 
Insurance Program, vote 
6-0-0.

Wichita Executive Committe Reports
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• Old Business- Approved 
advertising RFP for ren-
ovations, vote 6-0-0.  Ta-
bled emergency response 
plan for the Hinton Travel 
Inn, vote 6-0-0. Discussion 
on the Wichita Historical 
Center, storm shelter sur-
vey and home improve-
ment program. 

• New Business- Ap-
proved Cell Tower Admin-
istrative Fee increase, vote 
6-0-0. Approved CCDF 
Program Support Assis-
tance position description, 
vote 6-0-0.  Approved the 
full day off on Christmas 
Eve but denied the Indig-
enous Peoples Day for the 
Child Development Center, 
vote 6-0-0. Approved the 
change in the credit/debit 
card policy for the Wichita 
Child Development Cen-
ter, vote 6-0-0.  Tabled the 
use of the portable build-
ing for the BIA elder meal 
preparation, vote 6-0-0. 
Approved education statis-
tic request by WTIDC, vote 
6-0-0. Approved tribally 
funded respite care policy, 
vote 6-0-0. Approved re-
spite care request for trib-
al member through trib-
ally funded program at a 
pro-rated rate, vote 6-0-0.  
Approved Letter of Sup-
port for site 14RC410 Great 
Bend Aspect, vote 6-0-0. 
Discussion on ADP gift 
card for Employee Christ-
mas Party. 

11/18/2015-Specal 
Meeting 

• BlueStone Strategy 
Group- Discussion was 
held on master planning, 
strategic  planning and pri-
ority planning.  Approved 
sole source contract to 
BlueStone Strategy for two 
day government priority 
planning workshop and 
two day economic devel-
opment strategic planning 
work session, vote of 5-0-
0.  

• Wichita Historical 
Center-Builder’s Un-
limited, Inc.- Discussion 
was held on building de-
sign, site and GMP.   

• Resolutions for Ap-
proval- Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-24 Authoriz-
ing President Terri Parton 
to Execute the Contract for 
the Wichita Historical Cen-
ter with Builders Unlimit-
ed, vote 4-0-0.  Approved 
Resolution-WT-16-15 ta-
bled from 11/17/2016 Ap-
proving 6 Applications for 
Enrollment, vote 6-0-0.

• Guernsey- Discussion 
was held on the waterline 
including engineering, ar-
cheological survey, cost 
to construct, permitting, 
meter and sole sourcing.  
Discussion was held on the 
sewer line including sur-
vey, lift station and meter.  

• Old Business- Approved 
the use of the portable 
building for the BIA elder 
meal preparation, vote 
6-0-0. 

• New Business- Approved 
Administrative Leave be-
ginning at 12:00 p.m. on 

11/25/2015 for Thanksgiv-
ing, vote 6-0-0.

11/23/2015-Special 
Meeting

• Tribal Administrator, 
James Nelson- Discus-
sion was held on AoA of-
fices and AoA door. Con-
curred with selection of 
Johnna Hurt as the Teen 
Suicide Prevention and 
Surveillance Director, vote 
6-0-0.  Discussion was held 
on phone system, van, trav-
el issues, dress code issues, 
AoA indicent, AoA direc-
tor positon, CHR program, 
denture program, health 
programs storage space, 
safe room, AoA HVAC, BIA 
grants not having carry-
over at 12/31/2015, train-
ing, AoA MIPPA grant and 
wage scale. 

• Old Business- None. 
• New Business- Ap-

proved elder tribal mem-
ber request regarding gas 
line, vote 6-0-0. Approved 
use of tribal seal for wa-
ter bottle purchase, vote 
6-0-0.  Discussion on SBA 
letter. Denied request by 
Vanessa Vance for Power-
Point Presentations and 
land purchase documents, 
vote 5-1-0.  (Mr. Stephen-
son opposed the motion.) 
Approved NAFOA mem-
bership, vote 6-0-0. Dis-
cussion on land at Hin-
ton.  Approved moving the 
meeting dates to Thurs-
days, vote 6-0-0.

12/02/2016-Special 
Meeting

• Builder’s Unlimited- 
Discussion on drainage 
issues, survey, monitor-
ing groundbreaking, silo, 
UV glass, thatch arbor and 
availability of grass for 
grasshouse, 

• Resolutions for Ap-
proval- Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-25-Approving 
1 Application for Enroll-
ment, vote 6-0-0; Approved 
Resolution-WT-16-26-Ap-
proving Emergency Assis-
tance for Ice Storm, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Reso-
lution-WT-16-27-Autho-
rizing Release of Funds 
from the Casino Revenue 
Account to Partially Fund 
the Tribal Funded Pro-
grams for FY-2016, vote 
6-0-0; Approved Reso-
lution-WT-16-20 tabled 
11/17/2016 Authoriz-
ing President to Execute 
Tri-Party Public Deposit 
Pledge Agreement for Bank 
of Commerce Accounts, 
vote 6-0-0. 

• Old Business- Discus-
sion on Hinton Travel Inn 
including the emergency 
response handbook, finan-
cials ending 10/31/2015, 
generator and tribal mem-
ber suggestions.  Approved 
employee incentives for 
Christmas for Hinton 
Travel Inn employees, vote 
6-0-0. Discussion on get-
ting a handicap van that 
opens in the back and has 
a manual lift.  Tribal mem-
ber land for sale has to be 
partitioned.  Update on 

water/sewer line and tribal 
member health plan.  

• New Business- Ap-
proved Hobbs, Straus, 
Dean & Walker, LLP in-
voices, vote 6-0-0.  Ap-
proved Tribal Government 
Employee Incentives, vote 
6-0-0. Approved job offer 
for Teen Suicide Preven-
tion, 6-0-0.  Discussion on 
city Christmas parade.  De-
nied USPHS Symposium 
Sponsorship request, vote 
6-0-0.

12/10/2016-Special 
Meeting

• Wichita Gaming Com-
mission- Discussion with 
casino manager, Glen 
Coleman, on generator is-
sues, notice of concern, up-
grade to back of the house 
system, mentorship pro-
gram, billing for licensing, 
door system, vendor con-
tracts, newspaper article 
modifications, licensing 
protocol, notice of intent 
to do business, HR updat-
ing addresses of employ-
ees, review of surveillance 
tapes, badges, staff meet-
ing, Wichita preference, 
defense driving and pizza 
proposal. 

• Sugar Creek Casino- 
Approved van purchase to 
replace van that was to-
taled, vote 5-0-0.   

• Wichita Tax Commis-
sion-Discussion with ca-
sino manager, Glen Cole-
man, on alcohol licensing, 
new cigarette machine 
installed today and issue 
with camera. Discussion 
was held on the need for a 
storage unit, Oil & Gas rev-
enue decline, new Smoke 
Shop building and reim-
bursement for the Oil & 
Gas auditor. 

• Resolutions for Ap-
proval- Approved Reso-
lution-WT-16-28-Estab-
lishing the Wichita and 
Affiliated Tribes Trib-
al Member Health Plan 
Claims Payment Account 
at Midfirst Bank in Anadar-
ko, Oklahoma with the Sig-
natories as Designated in 
the Resolution, vote 5-0-0. 

• Old Business- Tabled 
emergency response and 
employee handbook, vote 
5-0-0. Approved quote for 
removal of hydraulic lift on 
Hydro property, vote 5-0-
0. Discussion on food for 
employee Christmas party. 
Approved use of ADP gift 
card for employee Christ-
mas party, vote 4-1-0. (Ms. 
Davilla opposed.)  Update 
on tribal member health 
plan and tribal government 
planning workshop. 

• New Business -Discus-
sion on membership to 
Chamber of Commerce.  
Approved Hobbs, Straus, 
Dean & Walker, LLP, in-
voice, vote 5-0-0.  Discus-
sion on website not being 
up-to-date.  Approved 
readvertising for the Com-
pliance Officer/Internal 
Auditor, vote 5-0-0.  Ap-
proved survey for Wichi-
ta Historical Center to be 
paid from contingency, 

vote 4-0-1. (Ms. Walker 
abstained.)  Denied re-
quest for Oklahoma Fam-
ily Tree from Oklahoma 
History Center, vote 5-0-0.  
Approved assistance for el-
der tribal member through 
TSSF, vote 5-0-0. Ap-
proved purchase of handi-
cap van, vote 4-0-0. 

12/15/2016-Special 
Meeting-Bluestone

Two Day Government Pri-
ority Planning Workshop- 
Discussion on wage scale, chil-
dren’s shelter, office space, 
training, culture development, 
intern program and skill sets 
survey, along with other dis-
cussion on various programs 
that could be implemented. 

12/16/2016-Special 
Meeting-Bluestone

Two Day Government Pri-
ority Planning Workshop- 
Discussion on public rela-
tions, key accomplishments, 
6 month action plan, hiring 
an Executive Secretary for the 
President, culture, compacts 
and wage and salary scale.  
Approved BlueStone Strategy 
Group as sole source contract 
for wage and salary scale, vote 
4-0-0.

12/17/2016-Special 
Meeting

• Builder’s Unlimited- 
Discussion was held on 
dates for next meetings, 
notice to proceed, survey, 
site, building and archeo-
logical survey.

• Special Diabetes Pro-
gram Request for 
Funds for Powow- Ap-
proved request for spon-
sorship for Wellness Pow-
wow, vote 5-0-0.

• Resolution for Approv-
al- Approved Resolu-
tion-WT-16-29-Approving 
14 Applications for Enroll-
ment, vote 5-0-0; Approved 
Resolution-WT-16-30-Ap-
proving the Submission of 
the Transportation Priori-
ty List for FY-2016 for the 
Government to Govern-
ment Contract for Trans-
portation Planning, vote 
5-0-0; Approved the FY-
2016 Home Improvement 
Program for Elders, vote 
4-0-1. (Mr. Stephenson ab-
stained.); Approved Reso-
lution-WT-16-32-Approv-
ing the Submission of the 
FY-2016 Community Block 
Grant, vote 5-0-0. 

• Old Business- Discussion 
on health program issues 
not being resolved for trib-
al member services.  Ta-
bled emergency response 
and employee handbook 
for Hinton Travel Inn, vote 
5-0-0.  Approved payment 
to SWOSU for evaluation 
of Hinton Travel Inn, vote 
5-0-0.  Update on tribal 
member health plan and 
tribal government plan-
ning workshop.  Approved 
payment for hydraulic 
study and membership 
for waterline, vote 5-0-
0. Approved position de-
scription change for Sur-
veillance and Intervention 
Specialist, vote 5-0-0.  Ap-

proved recommendations 
by scholarship committee 
for Tasha Fridia and Britta-
ny Bert to receive the schol-
arships from the American 
Heart Association Leader-
ship Challenge, vote 5-0-0.  
Information provided on 
storm shelters.  

• New Business- Ap-
proved membership to 
the Anadarko Chamber 
of Commerce, vote 5-0-0. 
Motion failed for dona-
tion to APS foundation.  
Approved $100 donation/
sponsorship for American 
Cancer Society, vote 5-0-0.  
Approved tribal member 
request through TSSF, vote 
5-0-0.  Tabled the Sugar 
Creek Casino attendance 
policy change, vote 5-0-0. 
Approved Administrative 
Leave beginning at 12:00 
p.m. on 12/31/2015, vote 
5-0-0.

Wichita Executive 
Committee  

Meetings and 
Compensation

October 1 thru 
December 31, 2015

Meetings:
• 12-Special Meetings-Oc-

tober 1, 2015-December 
31, 2015

• 1-Regular Meeting-Oc-
tober 13, 2015-In accor-
dance with Governing 
Resolution. Moved to 
Tuesday. 

Compensation for 
Meetings for Elected 
Officials:
Committee Members are 
compensated $300 per 
meeting.  President is com-
pensated $300 if meeting 
is after 5:00.  Most meet-
ings are after 5:00. Many 
Committee Members work 
outside of being Commit-
tee Members which is com-
mon with other tribes.  As 
approved 09/30/2015 with 
FY-16 Budget.

President’s salary is 
$56,243.20 includes COLA.  
On average 55-60  hours 
per week. As approved 
09/30/2015 with FY-16 
Budget.  

Wichita Executive Committe Reports

Call for Youth Photos
The next Sovereignty Symposium 
will include a panel titled: Signs, 
Symbols and Photographs; a Cultur-
al Visual Language.
As a part of this panel, they are hop-
ing to put together a digital photog-
raphy presentation of images taken 
by tribal youth (8-18) representing 
what they think symbolizes their 
tribe, their community, and their 
culture.
They are looking for images of peo-
ple,  events, scenery, objects or 
whatever the creative minds of youth 
believe is representative. The images 
can be from a digital camera or cell 
phone and in the highest resolution 
possible. Please include name, age, 
and tribal affiliation to be included 
in the presentation.
There will soon be a Dropbox link 
where the photos can be uploaded, 
until then can be emailed to: pan-
elimages2016@gmail.com .
The photography presentation will 
be displayed on a big screen monitor 
during the symposium. Shortly after 
the end of the symposium, they will 
make the presentation available for 
viewing on the Sovereignty Sympo-
sium website under “Retrospect”.
Deadline is April 25th to submit images.
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Follow us on Facebook
Wichita and Affiliated 

Tribes
https://www.facebook.
com/Wichita-and-Affil-

iated-Tribes

Elizabeth Crumm, age 13, 
is an enrolled member of the Wichita 
and Affiliated Tribes.  Elizabeth com-
peted in her second year at the Anadar-
ko Local Stock Show on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2016.  She has a registered 
Hereford Steer named Warrior.  Her 
steer is a prospect steer born in March 
2015.  Elizabeth was awarded the Re-
serve Grand Champion at the February 
6 Stock Show.  Elizabeth will be on the 
Oklahoma Hereford Association and 
the National Hereford Association.  
She participates in local district and 
statewide stock shows across Oklaho-
ma.  Elizabeth currently works with 
one Hereford steer, one Hereford bull 
and six Hereford heifers.  Elizabeth 
plans on breeding show cattle in the 
future and also plans to own her own 
business where she plans to sell her 
registered cattle for shows.  Elizabeth 
receives tremendous support from her 
parents, Tray and Nikki Crumm, her 

grandparents Stuart and Pat Owings 
and her grandmother Sandy Crumm.  
Elizabeth also appreciates the help she 
receives from Will Wheeler, Dub, Gay-
le, Chelsea and Cody Venable. 

Julian Goombi, tribal member, #35 played in the 
2015 Caddo County Tournament for the Gracemont Lions. 
Julian is a senior at Gracemont High School.   

President Terri 
Parton completed her Bachelor 
of Science degree in Business Admin-
istration at Southern Nazarene Uni-
versity in May of 2013 while serving 
as President.  On December 19, 2015, 
President Parton attended the hood-
ing ceremony where she obtained her 
Master of Jurisprudence in Indian Law 
degree from the University of Tulsa.  

Ti?isati:c?as ti?irih
Community News

Isabella Fridia, recently won five med-
als in her gymnastics competition. She placed 1st 
in Vault and 3rd in all other separate events, as 
well as 3rd All Around at the Dream Meet in Tulsa 
in January (see photo at left). She also recently 
took her school science fair project “Water You 
Drinking?” all the way to the district level, where 
she won second place (see photos below). Isabella 
is the daughter of Tasha and Brandon Fridia.

Follow us on twitter
@Wichita_Tribe

https://twitter.com/Wichita_
Tribe

Check out our blog at 
https://wichitatribeblog.wordpress.com/
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Sports Commission 
Looking for Inspectors

The Wichita Tribe Sports Commission (WTSC) is currently 
looking to fill 3 FIGHT INSPECTOR positions. This exciting 
position works with the commission in the handling of both 
amateur and professional fighters.  The inspector will make 

sure that all commission rules are followed by the fighter 
and team. Interested applicants should contact commis-

sioner Joneil Tahmahkera at 580-458-8403 or 
joneiltahmahkera@gmail.com. 

All Training will conducted by the WTSC staff. Applicants 
should be prepared to be in a standing position and com-

fortable in working in a crowd.  Wichita and Native Ameri-
can Preference apply. 

Pictured Left to Right:  James E. Nelson, Jr., Tribal Administrator; Gary McAdams, Cultural Planner and former Wichita Tribal President; David Scott, Anadar-
ko Chamber of Commerce Executive Director; Kyle Eastwood, Anadarko Mayor; Kenneth Corn, Anadarko City Manager; Steve Wright, Builders Unlimited, 

Inc.; Terri Parton, President of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes; Gladys Walker, Wichita Executive Committee Member; Myles Stephenson, Jr., Secretary of the 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes Executive Committee; Shirley Davilla, Wichita Executive Committee Member; Gerald Collins III, Tribal Employee that took part in 

the project; Doris McLemore, Highly Respected Tribal Elder

The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes held a groundbreaking ceremony for the Wichita Historical Center on Thursday, January 28, 2016.  The Wichita Historical Center 
will be a 4,000 square foot single story building.  The Historical Center will be located north of Anadarko and north of the Wichita Travel Plaza.  The Historical Cen-
ter will house and display Tribal artifacts and will be designed to teach the general public about the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes history.  The project will include 
a replica of the Tawakonie Jim village.  The Tribe would like to thank everyone that participated in the groundbreaking ceremony including BIA representatives 
John Worthington and Lonnie Emhoolah, tribal staff and tribal members. 

WICHITA SCHOOL 
READINESS PROGRAM TO 

OPEN SOON
The Wichita School Readiness Program will be located at 1516 Mission 
Drive, Anadarko, Ok (Formerly known as Mazzios).  There will be lim-
ited Space.  Sign up is available now for the waiting list.

• Fee based program
• Ages Accepted -5-13 years old
• 3pm-6pm weekdays
• 6:00AM-6PM  (When public schools are closed for non-weather 

related breaks)
• Wichita School Readiness Program is open to the community with 

no limitations.
 

Please click here for more information. For enrollment information 
please contact:  Kathy Hopen, Child Care & Development Fund Direc-

tor at  (405)247-8621 direct line or at  
kathy.hopen@wichitatribe.com.

Wichita Historical Center 
Groundbreaking Ceremony Held
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