
WICHITA AND AFFILIATED TRIBES 

EMERGENCY COVID-19 RELIEF 

PROGRAM 

INSTRUCTIONS: (Read all instructions) 

1. All enrolled tribal members, who are 18 years of age and over on June 30, 2020, are eligible for one-time assistance of
$1,000 under the Emergency COVID-19 Relief Program. All tribal members applying must certify that they are
eighteen (18) years of age or older on May 31, 2020 and suffered economic impacts due to the coronavirus pandemic.

2. This application must be returned to the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes Administrative Offices no later than 5:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, June 30, 2020.

3. You must return this application and a copy of your tribal, state or federal photo ID.

4. You may submit your application as follows: (1) Drive Thru drop off on Wednesday, June 3, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. to

3:00 p.m. (2) in person, by appointment only call (405) 247-2425 (3) Mail to: Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, Emergency
COVID-19 Relief Program, P.O. Box 729, Anadarko, OK 73005 or by email to COVID-

19ReliefProgram@wichitatribe.com in PDF format only. No other format will be accepted. If you can't turn it into a
PDF then you must mail the application. Only PDF's will be accepted.

5. If you are eligible to receive the Emergency COVID-19 Relief Program assistance, then the assistance will be mailed

in the form of a check to the address listed below between the dates of June 12, 2020 to July 10, 2020 depending on
the date you return the application.

6. Emergency COVID-19 Relief Program Assistance may be used for the following for economic loss related to COVID-
19: cleaning supplies, personal protective equipment (PPE), medical care, food, shelter, health, education, subsistence,
housing, elder and disabled care, water, sewer, electricity, propane/gas, emergencies and disaster relief related to
COVID-19.

PLEASE COMPELTE THIS SECTION. PRINT NEATLY. 

Incomplete applicatio.ns will be set to the side. I FffiST NAME I MIDDLE NAME 

I MAILING ADDDR ESS: I CITY 

I ROLL#: I DATEOFBffiIB: I PHONE#: 

I LAST NAME 

I STATE I ZIP 

I EMAIL ADDRESS: 

I, _____________ _, hereby certify that I have read "The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
Notice to All Adult Enrolled Tribal Members Emergency COVID-19 Relief Program" that was attached to 
this application. I also certify that I have suffered economic impacts due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Must be signed by the Enrolled Tribal Member 
No electronic signatures will be accepted 
OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Enrollment Verified 
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Date 
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THE WICIDTA AND AFFILIATED TRIBES NOTICE TO ALL ADULT 

ENROLLED TRIBAL MEMBERS EMERGENCY COVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAM 

On March 27, 2020, Congress enacted the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security ("CARES") Act 
(P .L. 116-136), which established an $8 billion Coronavirus Relief Fund for Indian tribes for expenditures 
related to the COVID-19 public health emergency (the "CARES Act Funding"). The Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes received $3,060,914.75 on May 6, 2020. In addition, as of May 27, 2020, we have received direct 
funding for many other programs as listed below. The funding for those specific programs must be used for 
those programs to address the impact of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. 

DIRECT FUNDING AS OF MAY 26, 2020 AGENCY FUNDING PERIOD AMOUNT 

WHA-HUD IHBG CARES Funds* HUD Funds Administered by the WHA $ 153,557.00 

AoA-Families First Coronavirus Response Act Title VI DHHS 03/20/2020-09/30/2020 $ 47,430.00 

AoA-CARES Act for Nutrition Services-Title VI DHHS 04/01/2020-09/30/2021 $ 69,410.00 

CHR - COVID 19 Operated Programs IHS 04/09/2020-09/30/2021 $ 25,995.00 

CHR - COVID 19 Operated Programs IHS 04/09/2020-09/30/2021 $ 42,929.00 

CHR - COVID 19 Operated Programs IHS 04/09/2020-09/30/2021 $ 18,379.00 

Aid to Tribal Government - CARES BIA 01/01/2020-12/31/2020 $ 1,250,319.00 

Child Care and Development Block Grant (CARES ACT) DHHS 03/27/2020-09/30/2023 $ 668,567.00 

LIHEAP (CARES ACT) DHHS 03/27 /2020-09/30/2021 $ 4,963.00 

CSBG (CARES ACT) DHHS 03/27/2020-09/30/2021 $ 7,837.00 

Native Connections-Behavioral Health-COVID-19 SAMHSA 05/15/2020-05/14/2021 $ 97,402.00 

Coronavirus Relief Funds IRS 03/01/2020-12/30/2020 $ 3,060,914.75 

•wHA {Wichita Housing Authority) $5,447,702.75 

The CARES Act specifically permits the use of funds on expenditures that are (1) necessary expenditures 
incurred due to the COVID-19 public health emergency; (2) were not accounted for in the Tribal 
government's budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020; and (3) were incurred between March 
1, 2020, and December 30, 2020. The funds must be used to address costs incurred by December 30, 2020. 
Funds that are not used to cover costs incurred by December 30, 2020 will be subject to recoupment. 

Generally, the funds may be used for expenditures incurred to respond directly to medical and public health 
needs, and may be used to address secondary effects of the emergency, such as support to businesses and 
individuals affected by the public health crisis. The funds may not be used as "revenue replacement" and 
cannot be used to fund things in the most recent tribal budget. 



On Thursday, May 14, 2020, the Wichita Executive Committee, by a vote of5-0-0, passed Resolution-WT-
20-172 enacting the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes General Welfare Assistance Program Ordinance. The
United States, pursuant to the federal trust responsibility, has established tribal self-determination, including
deference to tribal decision-making and respect for tribal methods to maintain, restore, practice, and transmit
tribal culture and traditions, as fundamental principles of its government-to-government relationship with
the Tribe. These principles affirm the authority of the Tribe to create, modify, and operate governmental
programs (including general welfare programs) of the Tribe's own design, based on the Tribe's own
priorities, in order to best meet the needs and interests of the Tribe and its people.

The United States Congress, through enactment of the Tribal General Welfare Exclusion Act (26 U.S.C. § 
l 39E), has established specific requirements for tribal benefits programs that, when in place, provide tribes
and their members certainty that the benefits provided will not be subject to federal tax.

The Internal Revenue Service ("IRS") has published Revenue Procedure 2014-35 as official guidance, 
which confirms that benefits provided by tribal government programs meeting certain criteria are excluded 
from taxation under the IRS' s longstanding administrative rule governing general welfare program benefits 
and also identifies programmatic criteria and 23 specific qualifying programs in five broad areas (housing 
programs, educational programs, elder and disabled programs, other qualifying assistance programs, and 
cultural and religious programs) for which benefits provided by tribal governments are presumed to be "for 
promotion of the general welfare" and· excluded from federal tax. 

Article III. Tribal General Welfare Program Establishment, Administration, and Oversight-Section I. 
Program Establishment and Requirements states: 

"(b) All tribal benefits shall be provided pursuant to a program for the promotion 
of the general welfare of the Tribe. Such programs may include assistance for 
medical care, food, shelter, health, education, subsistence, housing, elder, and 
disabled care, emergency and disaster relief, assistance to meet cultural, traditional 
and religious needs of the Tribe and its membership, and assistance to promote self
sufficiency, self-determination, entrepreneurship, and the employment of tribal 
members, as well as other qualifying assistance programs." 

On May 14, 2020, the Wichita Executive Committee, by a vote of 5-0-0, passed Resolution-WT-20-173 
approving the Emergency COVID-19 Relief Program for tribal members under the Wichita General Welfare 
Program Ordinance due to the numerous emergency declarations that were passed. The President of the 
United States declared a nationwide State of Emergency on March 13, 2020. The Governor of Oklahoma 
declared a statewide emergency on March 15, 2020. The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes declared a State of 
Emergency on March 16, 2020. The Tribe temporarily closed its Sugar Creek Casino to protect the public 
health and safety, which cut funding the Tribe needs to provide essential government services to its 
members, including relief from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes has limited financial resources to operate at this time and the future is 
uncertain as the State of Oklahoma reopens. Tribal members have suffered layoffs, income loss, increased 
child care costs due to school closings, health care costs related to COVID-19, costs associated with the 
purchasing of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), unexpected educational needs, unexpected utility needs 
due to furloughs, unexpected rent and mortgage needs to due to furloughs, many that thought they would 
have a job to return to no longer have employment, etc. Many of our tribal programs, even with additional 
COVID-19 relief funds for those programs, are limited to a specific service area that does not provide 
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