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Wichita-Pawnee Visitation Cancelled
for the 3rd year since the COVID-19
Pandemic Started
The Wichita-Pawnee Visitation is perhaps the longest
running tradition carried
on by two Tribes in the lower 48 states. It has been going on continuously for well
over a century and there is
some scientific evidence as
well as oral tradition that
the visitation is several centuries old.
Linguistically, the Wichita
and Pawnee are from one
language family; accordingly, they were in the past, one
people. It is estimated that
a separation occurred about
800 to 1200 years ago and
consequently, the languages
developed differently from
that point. The two Tribes,
it seems, became unknown
to one another. Sometime
after that, contact was re-established. According to oral
tradition, the relationship
was renewed.
As it is conducted today, the
visitation consists of a traditional encampment with
the Wichita’s being the hosts
in odd numbered years,
and the Pawnees being the
hosts in even numbered
years. The encampment
usually lasts about ten days.
We were supposed to go to
Pawnee in 2020 but since
it was cancelled, we went
to Pawnee in 2021. Now
that the visitation has been
canceled for 2022 Pawnees
will be visiting in odd-numbered years once again and
that will bring it back the
way it has been.
The visitation is initiated in
the spring of each year when
the leaders of each Tribe

confer and decide when the
visit will begin. Historically,
the date set is around the
middle of July.
From the Wichita perspective, on the day the
visitation is to begin (which
is usually a Wednesday),
the Wichita’s will meet
at a place selected by the
Wichita Tobacco Man for
a tobacco making ceremony and a communal meal.
Once the men conclude the
ceremony and the meal is
eaten, the group leaves for
Pawnee, OK. Upon arrival
in Pawnee, no one proceeds
to the site of the visitation
until the Wichita leaders
deliver the tobacco to the
Pawnee Tobacco Man, and it
is accepted by him. At that
time, the Wichita leaders
return to the group and lead
them to the campground.
Everyone then proceeds to
set up their camps. That
evening, the Pawnees will
provide a meal. When all of
the food has been placed on
the tables near the center
of the arena, the Pawnee
leader will come to the
Wichita camp and invite the
visitors over to the arena.
Once everyone is gathered
for the meal, the Pawnee
leader will get up and give
a talk about the visitation,
welcome the visitors and
then give a prayer or select
one of the Pawnee men to
give the prayer. Then the
wife or female relative of the
Pawnee leader will select
the women who will serve
the meal. The Wichita men
will line up first, then the

Wichita women, followed by
the Pawnee men and lastly
the Pawnee women.
After the meal, the Wichita
leader or a designee gets up
and thanks the Pawnees and
offers some remarks about
the visitation, and everyone
is dismissed. Thus begins a
cycle that includes breakfasts, lunches, and evening
meals provided by various
members of the host Tribe.
Usually, a handgame is held
every evening, except for
the first evening and the
evening prior to the Giveaway Day.
Along about the third day
of the visitation, the Pawnee leader will set the day
for the tobacco ceremony,
which is conducted by the
men of both Tribes. On the
day of the ceremony the
Pawnee leader will come to
the Wichita camp to invite
the Wichita men to come to
the special place which has
been selected to hold the
ceremony. At the ceremony
each man is given the opportunity to express themselves; the tobacco which
was delivered by the Wichita will be ritually opened
and smoked by all the men
present in a pipe ceremony.
Upon the opening of the
tobacco the Pawnee men
present will make monetary
donations and the date for
the giveaway will be set.
After everyone has smoked,
the man handling the pipe
will go outside the circle
and offer a prayer. Then
a meal is shared, Wichita
thank yous are given and

the ceremony is concluded.
Giveaway Day begins with
a noon meal. When all the
food has been placed on the
tables in the arena, the Pawnee leader will come to the
Wichita camp to invite them
to the meal. The set-up is
different from the other
meal in that separate tables
are set for the Wichita and
Pawnee respectively. The
Wichita women serve the
Wichita’s and the Pawnee
women serve the Pawnees.
Once everyone is gathered
at the danceground the
Pawnee leader gets up and
addresses the gathering,
first speaking to the Wichita
people and then to his own
people. At the conclusion
of his speech, he will select
someone to pray for the
meal and the activities that
follow. Sometimes he will
turn the meal over to the
Wichita’s and the Wichita
leader will dispense with
these duties. When the meal
is finished, the Wichita
leader speaks to the gathering, expressing his thoughts
about the visitation and
giving his thanks for the
meal and for everything the
Pawnees have done for his
people. After his talk everyone is dismissed so that
things can be made ready
for the giveaway.
The giveaway customarily begins with a series of
round dance songs then
a wardance song is sung
for the Pawnee leader and
then for his helpers. Other
Pawnees may request songs
or else they just get up and

giveaway during any of the
wardance songs. When the
Pawnees are done, the drum
is turned over to the Wichita’s. The first song sung by
the Wichita’s is called the
Thank You song. Then songs
are sung for the Wichita
leader, his helpers and any
other Wichita that requests
one.
After each song, the Wichita who requested the song
announces his or her pledge
for the next year when the
Pawnees come to visit the
Wichita’s.
Once the pledges are completed the drum is turned
back to the Pawnees who
conclude the program with
a prayer song. There are no
activities scheduled for the
evening.
The next morning the Wichita’s break camp, making
a special effort to leave
the camp area in the same
condition as when they
arrived. When everyone is
packed up and ready to go,
they will get in their vehicles and line up near the
dance arena. Then the men
of the two Tribes will line
up in the arena facing each
other and say their thank
yous and good-byes. At the
conclusion of the talks a
prayer song is sung. Then
all the Wichita women and
children can go among the
Pawnees present to say their
thank yous and good-byes.
Thus, the visitation is concluded until next year when
the Pawnees come to visit
the Wichita’s.

45thWichita and Affiliated Tribes Annual Dance
August 11th-14th, 2022
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Graduation

Chelsye Bacon,
University of Central Oklahoma
Bachelor’s in Arts

Molly Williams
University of Central Oklahoma
Business

Hannah Williams
Senior 2021
Anadarko High School

Education Banquet
The Graduation Banquet of 2022 was a huge success. There were about fifty people in attendance. The set up was very elegant
with black table clothes along with greenery, candles and wood chips for center pieces. Each place setting had either cedar or
sage with an education banquet card attached to it. This year’s theme was “representing your unique, individual, and beautiful
selves!” (Amber Silverhorn-Wolfe) The banquet started with soothing music and an introduction by the Administrator of the
Education Department Amber Siliverhorn-Wolfe. After introductions Misty Boettger came and spoke. Misty had a moving
representation of her life. How she started out with trauma and moved to motivation. She is a Wichita and Affiliated Tribes
Tribal member and a Kiowa descendent. Misty serves as a Realty Specialist for the Bureau of Indian Affairs and has worked
as a leader for The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes in multiple different positions. Misty has a Master’s degree in Legal Studies
in Indigenous peoples Law from the University of Oklahoma. After Misty Boettger spoke dinner was served. The Education
Department brought in Native Smoke out of Elgin, OK. They had smoked chicken, brisket, loaded baked potato, mac and
cheese and a dessert. After dinner Mrs. Silverhorn-Wolfe acknowledged the graduates. Starting with Pre-K and moved to 6th
grade, then to middle school. Then she moved to our high school seniors, technology graduates and ended with college graduates. Each college graduate that was in attendance spoke about what they got their degree in and what they plan to do after
their graduation. Weather it was going back to college to proceed to further their education or if they were going to join the
workforce to make a difference in other peoples lives. We did have a Wichita and Affiliated Tribal Member receive a Doctoral
degree from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) – School of Law. Lastly after everyone received a certificate
and gift from the Education Department and had their pictures taken on the bench of being you. The Education Department
handed out student of the year Pendleton blankets. There was one for Doctoral degree, Master’s degree, Bachelor’s degree, Associate degree, Vocational, and High School student of the year. That concluded the Education Banquet of 2022.

Aidan Williams
Aidan is a valedictorian, Top 10% of Class, Distinguished Scholar
and National Honor Society member of Anadarko High School
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He will be attending Oklahoma State University and entering
their Flight Program to become a pilot.
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AOA

Bison Pasta
Ingredients:
 1 tablespoon vegetable oil*
 1 small onion*, diced
 1 lb. ground bison*
 1 teaspoon salt
 1/4 teaspoon ground pepper
 32 oz tomato sauce*
 1 teaspoon Italian Seasoning
 2 tablespoons salt butter*, cold
 1 lb. whole wheat pasta*

Check out the activities calender for classes like the ones shown.

*Food items we have available in our store*

Steps:
1. Put on a pot of water and let it boil for your pasta.
2. Dice onion and sauté in a pan with 1 tablespoon of oil
until translucent.
3. Add 1 lb. of bison, 1 teaspoon of salt, 1/4 teaspoon ground
pepper. Mix together and sauté with onions until bison
browned.
4. Add tomato sauce and Italian seasoning and let sauce
simmer for 10 minutes
5. Add pasta to boiling water and let it cook according to
directions on the box.
6. After sauce has simmered for 10 minutes, taste and adjust
seasoning as necessary.
7. Add cooked pasta to sauce, mix together, turn off heat
and add 2 tablespoons of butter, then enjoy!

Food Distribution has classes also so please watch for more infomation
on our Facebook, Instagram and website.
www.wichitatribe.com

Flower Making Class

July’s Mythology of the Wichita’s
In, Character, the Wichita stand high among the Plains tribes as regards morality. Their home life seems to have been exceedingly well regulated,
and intertribal strifes were rare. They have given very little trouble to the United States, and from an early time they manifested a uniformly friendly
disposition, from which, however, they have received no apparent benefit. Of all the tribes of the Plains they seem the best natured and most kindly
disposed toward the whites; indeed it would be hard to find anywhere people of finer nature than that possessed by the Wichita.
The Mythology of the Wichita, George A. Dorsey, University of Oklahoma Press Norman and London, Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data,1995, pg.3 parg.2
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Community
Total of Enrolled Tribal Members
3,680

Ribbon Skirt Class
The ribbon skirt class for June was a huge success. The class was full of ladies of different ages.
They had multiple different colors and patterns of material to choose from. They also had tons
of different color ribbon to add to your skirt. The instructor for the class was Shanny Smith.
She is a native woman from the Caddo, Kiowa and Choctaw tribes. She has been making skirts
since she was seven years old. Her grandmother was her teacher. The best lesson from this class
was what Ms. Smith started with a lesson about ourselves. “We are creative people and keeping
our traditions alive is an honor. Our house is Mother Earth and we are part of Mother Earth
and we walk with Mother Earth. They are for ceremonies, dances and honor.” After the lesson
they started in on measurements. How they measured was by putting the material around their
waist and adding about an inch more and then doubling it. This is to ensure that you are able
to walk while wearing it. They all took a good stride while thy had it wrapped to make sure that
they were able to walk in the skirt. Ms. Smith did a great job with the class. She also explained
that not only is learning how to make ribbon skirts is part of keeping our traditions alive but it
also can provide income and help mentally and emotionally as well. Watch for more classes to
come on our Facebook or Instagram page (Wichita Tribe). You can also always look us up on
our website at www.wichitatribe.com.

Mental Health Awareness Celebration
SAMHSA put on a Mental Health Awareness Celebration with all of their different teams set up
around the RISE building. The Opioid Response team was giving out hotdogs and chips along
with pamphlets. Next to the Opioid response team was Zero Suicide which was giving away pamphlets and talking about how to get a hold of the hotline number 1-800-273-8255. They added
a three-digit number for easy dialing to 988. They also had bottled water to go with the hotdogs
and chips. The third set up was Natives against HIV. They had a survey for you to fill out along
with HIV test kits, condoms and educational brochure explaining what they offer. The brochure
also explains: the CDC recommends HIV screening for everyone 13 to 64 as a part of a regular
healthcare visit, benefits to early detection, the AIDS info phone number, stigma-free HIV testing
is important, service area. There is a lot of information that goes into each one of the brochures
that they handed out at the awareness celebration. Tribal Youth Connections was also in attendance around the corner along with Circles of Care. They had coloring books for you to help with
mental health along with calendar for a 30-day mental health challenge. A few examples of what
was on the challenge were, buy a plant for your home, have a phone free night, set a mini goal,
and practice a favorite hobby. The RISE and the TOR buildings both fall under SAMHSA and they
both provide classes for that very reason your mental health.

Iscani Pool Being Finished
Iscani is one of the three housing additions for the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes. It is located just
west of the town of Anadarko Oklahoma on highway 62. The Tribe built a massive beautiful pool
for all to enjoy but due to winds from a tornado that came through the pool was damaged. The poly
carbonate was to withstand up to 150 MPH winds our Oklahoma weather has proved to be to much
at times. As most of you know supplies have been hard to come by due to the pandemic. The Tribe
has most of the supplies it needs to finish the pool. To include the poly carbonate enclosure. They are
fixing the enclosure to include new motors for the roof along with new screens. The pool is equipped
with a shallow end to deep end with a slide for everyone’s enjoyment. There is also a kiddie pool next
to the large pool for those that want to splash around. “The finish date is yet to be determined but
they are projected to finish within a month or two.” (Jesse Jones, Wichita Housing Executive Director) Of course that is based on material availability and healthy workers. Make sure that you watch
on our social media outlets for a grand reopening for the pool. Everyone is welcome to the pool
there is just a small entry fee of $3 per person per day. Can’t wait to see the finished product.

Community Healthaide Program

T-shirt Winners

1St Place
Cynthia Smith
’’Gate Keepers of the Land’’

2nd place
Blaine Fust
Indigenous to

T-shirt Winners

3rd Place
Darian Williams
Grasshouse with Eagle
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Christian Delaware(left) and Caleb Delaware(right) the children of Jesse
Delaware. Both of them love to play Basketball. Christian plays for Anadarko Public School and will be in 9th grade next school year. Caleb is in the
6th grade and can’t wait to play for the school next year. Both of them will
be playing summer ball.

Tailynn is the daughter of Ryan and Cynthia Smith. Tailynn is in the 5th
grade at Cyril Public School. Tailynn participates in Basketball, Track
and enjoys Art class.

Trenton Smith is the son of Ryan and Cynthia Smith. He is in the 7th grade
at Cyril Public School. Trenton participates in Football and Baseball

Juliana Thomas the daughter of Hannah PrairieCheif is an 8th grader at Etta
Dale Junior High in El Reno, OK. She participates in Softball, Track, and her
favorite...Basketball

Visiting the History Center
The Wichita History Center had some amazing guest the month of June. The 2022 Summer Camp of the Kiowa, Caddo, Delaware, Camanche and Apache tribes as well as the
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 2022 interns. They came to learn about the history of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes. There were about 15 students from ages 6 to 12 years old.
They started out going through hir?i:s ki:csa?a (The times of the beginning). This explains the beginning of creation. There are also some arrow heads on display in that area.
Then they moved on to the time line that started 12,000 years ago. After that they moved into the great room which shows our homeland map and population starting at AD
1541 to AD 1901. It is very surreal to look at and understand. After the population map they went to ni:ya:ri:wakhakih (ceremonies) which has a display of a drum and drum
stick and much more. As you go in a counter clock wise circle there are many different stops to learn about our Wichita and Affiliated Tribes ways and you get to see many pictures of our people. We have a stick ball hand game on display along with other games. In the center of our counter clock wise experience is a frame of a grass house which you
can see finished as you pull up to The History Center. There is also a akha:r?isakha:r?a (Grass house) explanation of how they were utilized and what they were made from.
As you exit our beautiful facility you will find bead work and pottery on display as well as photos of today. Make sure you don’t miss any information as you walk out because
there is a map of settlements that is very interesting. We want to thank our 2022 Interns and the 2022 Summer camp of the Kiowa, Caddo, Delaware, Camanche and Apache
Tribes for coming by and visiting our History Center that we are so very proud of. If you are in the area of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes Tribal Office please stop by and say
hello. There is even a gift shop with multiple different items for all ages.
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Sugar Creek Casino

Sugar Creek Event Center upgrade
Sugar Creek Casino has an event center that they just added onto. They just added two rooms onto the West side of the event center. One of the rooms is a 50’s style
bar with booths on the side for you sit and enjoy your time. There was also an outdoor patio area under an awning. This room is equipped with patio tables, corn hole
boards, pool tables and foosball table. This outdoor room is the only smoking area in the event center. Come out and enjoy a show, a game of pool, and a game of corn
hole. After, you can enjoy some entertainment in the Sugar Creek Event Center go out and enjoy playing the hottest new games inside the Sugar Creek Casino game
floor.
Look at the Sugar Creek Casinos website for more event details.

Obituaries
Betsy Lou Aguilar
Date of Birth March 25, 1945 Date of Death April 1, 2022
Betsy Lou Aguilar, 77, of Cache, Oklahoma passed away peacefully in her sleep on April 1, 2022 with her husband, Phillip by
her side.
She was born in Gracemont on March 25, 1945 to Milo and Lorene (Warden) Ross. She grew up in Gracemont and lived there
until moving with her family to Lawton, shortly after graduating
from Gracemont High School in 1963.
She was always an excellent student and she enjoyed playing
basketball on the Gracemont high school girls basketball team
as well. Much to the delight of her family she was named the
1963 Wichita Tribal Princess. After high school graduation she
attended college at the University of Central Oklahoma.
In 1975, she reunited with Phillip Aguilar, her childhood classmate from Gracemont. They fell in love
and married on April 10, 1976. Phillip is a devoted husband and was always by her side.
She had two children, Kinde and Jacob, and a grandson, Dillon, whom she loved with all her heart and
was so proud of their many accomplishments. Betsy was a dedicated mother and grandmother who
stayed at home to raise her children with love. She was a talented seamstress and quilter, often personalizing her projects to the recipient. She felt that her talent was a God given gift to be shared with others
and she never requested compensation. Some of her most revered creations were ribbon shirts and baby
quilts. She gave many baby quilts as gifts to the new moms in her life. Betsy enjoyed reading, crossword
puzzles, and always ready for a challenging game of Scrabble. She had a sharp sense of humor, always
quick with her jokes. She loved to chat on the phone for hours and stay up-to-date on all the happenings
of her large family. She was a devoted Christian who was sustained by her faith. She was brought up in
the Rock Springs Indian Baptist Church in Gracemont and later was a member of Trinity Baptist Church
in Lawton.
Betsy is survived by her beloved husband, Phillip Aguilar of Cache; Dr. Kinde Aguilar, and spouse Lindsay Aguilar, of Oklahoma City; her son, Jacob Aguilar of Vancouver, Washington; her grandson, Dillon
Williams of Quapaw; her sister, Vida Hokeah of Oklahoma City; her brother, James’ “Bunny” Ross of
Oklahoma City; her close cousin, Donna Steinberg of Gracemont and many special nieces, nephews, and
friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents, Milo and Lorene Ross; brother, Ernie Ross; brother, Dennis Ross;
and her sister Anita Ross.

Johnetta “John” Horsechief-Gonzales
Johnetta “John” Horsechief-Gonzalez was born October 13,
1966 to Edwin and Armalene Swift-Horsechief in Lawton,
Oklahoma. She went to her heavenly home Thursday, June
2, 2022.
She grew up and attended school in Gracemont, Oklahoma.
Johnetta started dancing in the powwow circuit at a young
age as the head little girl dancer. Her father composed a
song for her. She traveled through out Indian Country with
her family and was also involved with GreyHorse Singers of
Oklahoma as a back-up lady singer. Every year she traveled
with her mom and dad to the Crow Fair in Montana to camp
with family. She enjoyed listening to music, dancing, and watching basketball. Johnetta supported
all of her nieces, nephews, and grandchildren and made sure to attend all of their sporting events,
regardless of the distance. She always wanted to show her support for them. Johnetta also enjoyed
revivals, church, and gospel singing. Most importantly, she enjoyed spending her time with her
grandchildren.
Johnetta was preceded in death by her: parents, Edwin and Armalene Swift-Horsechief; four
sisters, Dena Horsechief, Gayla “Chickie” Horsechief, Kayla “Hottsie” Horsechief-Mejia, Joanna
Marie; four aunts, LaVera Swift-Reeder, Novalene Swift-Holder, Rose Horsechief-Henderson,
Joyce Tinetigh; one uncle Franklin Dale Swift; one brother, Clifford Swift; seven cousins, Anthony
Holder, Odette Holder, Jeannie Whiteshied, Kathalene Reeder, Virgil Swift, Charles Reeder JR.
and Benita Reeder; her grandparents, Frank and Eunice Campbell Swift, Mae “Thoe-ah-goole”
“Red Bucket” Tsotigh-Blackstar.
Johnetta is survived by her:
Companion: Michael Paddlety of the home
Two daughters: Ashley Gonzales, Anadarko, OK
Yelena “Angel” Gonzales, Anadarko, OK
Four sons: Eric and wife Anne Gonzalez, Mountain View, OK
Davontay Williams, Anadarko, OK
Elias Horsechief-Ataddlety, Anadarko, OK
Corwin Horsechief-Ataddlety, Anadarko, OK
Three sisters: Yvonne Swift. Lawton, OK; Rose Horsechief-Mejia and husband, Tony, Anadarko,
OK; Pam Holder, Anadarko, OK Brother: Jimmy Reeder, Anadarko, OK
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