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From the Desk of Nasi Mandujano 

President’s Report 

We are catching up from all of the summer 
activities.  School has started.  Good luck to 
all the children starting new school years. 
Congratulations to all the college students 
pursuing their education goals.  I am pursu-
ing a Master of Jurisprudence in Indian Law 
and am half way through the program taking 
Oil & Gas and Tribal Economic Development 
this semester.  I understand the needs for 
education for our future.  We hope to see 
many of these graduating college students 
become more active in our government and 
businesses as we move forward.  As stated 
before, we have had a lot happening within 
our Tribe.  I will discuss some of the things 
going on and hopefully we will keep moving 
forward.  
 

Special Council Meeting Agenda 
The Special Council Meeting Agenda is lo-
cated on Page 14.  We look forward to see-
ing you there. We hope that this meeting will 
be a good time for our people to come to-
gether and discuss issues, to hear your con-
cerns and help our Wichita Executive Com-
mittee make more informed decisions as we 
move along.  It is not a time to gripe but a 
time to discuss.  We all want what is best for 
the Tribe as a whole.  The meeting is an 
opportunity for the Committee to hear the 
things that you would like to see implement-
ed and allow us a chance to make those 
things happen as your leaders if it is some-
thing that can be accomplished.   See you on 
the 27th.  You will also get to attend the first 
activity in the newly remodeled Community 
Building.   
 

ONAC Grant  for Children’s Savings Ac-
counts 
In the March edition, there was an article on  

 the ONAC grant regarding the savings ac-
counts and it was mentioned in others  over 
the past few months.  On page 9, you will 
see more about this grant.   
 

Upcoming Travel NAFOA and FDNI 
On July 15, 2014, I was asked to speak on 
the Child Savings Account for ONAC which 
is the Oklahoma Native Asset Coalition.  
ONAC has invited me to do a presentation 
with them for First Nations Development 
Institute in Tulalip, Washington September  
24-26.  They will pay for all the expenses at 
no cost to the Tribe.  After accepting, I was 
asked to sit on a round table for the NAFOA 
conference in San Diego, California on Sep-
tember 21-23.  They also agreed to pay the 
expenses.  This is a great opportunity to get 
exposure to our Tribe.  It also can lead to 
other opportunities that will help our Tribe 
continue to grow. I am blessed to have this 
opportunity and hope that I represent our 
people well during these great opportunities 
for our people.   
 

Cobell, Wrights & WCD 
After many long years, the final Cobell 
checks were scheduled to go out on Sep-
tember 15, 2014.  You will find additional 
articles in the newsletter for the Wright 
Properties and WCD.  
 

Conclusion 
I hope you all find something in the newslet-
ter that interests you.  We should stay on 
track moving forward.  We hope you will join 
us on the 27th for the Special Council Meet-
ing and we hope that it will be a productive 
meeting in our new Community Building.  
Thank you once again for your support and 
prayers as we continue to move forward. 
May God bless each of you!  



2 

 Wichita’s Doing Great Things 

 

 

Congratulations to Sydney Prince the new American Indian Exposition 
Princess!  This story was supposed to be about Sydney as she turns over 
the title to the new Wichita Princess and ends her term as Wichita Tribal 
Princess during the Wichita Annual Dance held August 14-17, 2014.  Syd-
ney’s future, however, holds something new for her where she can contin-
ue to represent our people.  Twelve Princesses from various Tribes com-
peted for the 2014-2015 American Indian Exposition Princess title.  Syd-
ney won.  This week she will turn over her title as Wichita Tribal Princess 
and embark on a new journey.   
 

Sydney Morgan Prince, "acstikiro:khe?e" which means “she sing’s pretty” 
represents the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes as the 2013-2014 Tribal Prin-
cess. She is also a descendant of the Apache, Caddo, and Delaware 
tribes.   
 

She is the daughter of Jarrod and Shelly Prince of Anadarko and the sis-
ter of SPC Tyler Prince.  He is currently stationed in Landstuhl, Germany 
with his family, wife Naomie (Paddlety) Prince and daughter Natalia.  Syd-
ney’s paternal grandmother is LaDonna French of Gracemont and her 
paternal great-grandparents were the late Marlene (Standing) and Melvin 
Williams.  Her maternal grandparents are Larry and Gala Griffitts of Ana-
darko.   
 

Sydney is 17 years old and is a senior at Anadarko High School.  She has 
continuously been on the superintendents honor roll and is a member of 
the National Honor Society, a member of the Oklahoma Indian Student 
Honor Society, a member AHS band, serves as the 2014-2015 AHS band 
queen, and is the 2014-2015 drum major and she is a member the AHS 
select choir, where she has received numerous accolades and received a 
1 rating in state solo competition.  She is also active in numerous other 
clubs and activities in her school.  Outside of school, Sydney is a long 
standing member of the Wichita Little Sisters Organization and a volun-
teer at the Anadarko Physicians Hospital.  She has been a previous prin-
cess holding the titles of:  2008-2009 Lil Miss Indian Ft. Sill, 2010-2011 Lil 
Miss Indian Lawton Ft. Sill and the 2011-2012 Wichita Little Sister’s Prin-
cess. 
 

Sydney is honored to have the opportunity to represent her tribe as their 
tribal princess. After high school graduation, she plans on attending col-

lege and possibly majoring in psychology.  

Sydney has served the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes  very well as the 
Wichita Tribal Princess.  We would like to give recognition to her parents, 
Jarrod and Shelly Griffitts Prince and the Wichita Tribal Director, Tara 
Tartsah, for their support of Sydney in her journey to winning this title.  We 
wish her success as she takes this new journey as the 2014-2015 Ameri-
can Indian Exposition Princess.  Congratulations Sydney, we know you 
will represent our  Wichita people and the Expo well! 

Outgoing Wichita Princess Crowned 2014-2015 
American Indian Exposition Princess 

Sydney Prince 
Being Crowned as the  

2014-2015  
American Indian Exposition Princess 
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 2014 Wichita Annual Dance-Just a Few Pics 

Julie Telfer, Alex Birch and Gerald Tahmahkera, Jr.  Gary McAdams, Tony Galindo, Beth Parker,  
Eddie Mahseet, Cy Ahtone 

Clifford Swift, Tiki Swift 
Jimmy Collins 

Ezabelle Chaddlesone and Joli Herrera Grasslodge & the Wichita Young Men’s Society Trudie Taylor & Sydney Prince 

Ezabelle Chaddlesone, Lacee Leonard,  
Isabella Fridia & Trudie Taylor 

Frank Swift, Head Man Dancer Rudy Fisher, Marjorie Tanner, Brandi, Nasi Mandujano and 
Doris McLemore 
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Foster Parents Needed 

 

FAMILY & CHILDREN SERVICES DEPARTMENT is looking for 

individuals who are interested in becoming certified as a Foster 

Care Provider for our Wichita children as well as other Native 

American children who have been removed from their homes and 

are either in State or Tribal custody.   All Oklahoma Tribes are 

expressing a need for more foster homes for our children.  If you 

have the time to spend with a child, can pass a background 

check, have room in your home, have a desire to help children in 

need and are able to provide a safe and loving environment then 

please contact our office at (405) 247-8620 and get the applica-

tion process started.   

 

You will always stand taller when you kneel to help a child. 

 

Upcoming Events 
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 Wichita’s Doing Great Things Continued 
 Tara Tartsah, Wichita Tribal Direc-

tor for the American Indian Exposi-
tion 

 
We just wanted to say thank you to Tara Tartsah 
for her hard work representing the Tribe as the 
Wichita Tribal Director for the American Indian 
Exposition.  It takes a lot of time and effort to 
serve in this position.  Tara has served in the 
position for several years now and we appreci-
ate the work she does.  Tara will have her hands 
full in the upcoming year with the new princess 
and also assisting Sydney.  Thank you Tara for 
your contributions representing the Wichita and 
Affiliated Tribes in this capacity.       

Tara Tartsah & Sydney Prince 
Jarrod, Sydney & Shelly Prince 

Uriah Stepp  
South Africa Bound 

Uriah Stepp and Kaycee Stepp will begin their quest to “Know God and Make Him 
Known” !  They will be attending a YWAM (Youth With a Mission) Discipleship Training 
School near Cape Town, South Africa for three months.  You can visit their blog at :  
http://kingdomcouple.blogspot.com/ or email them at uriahandkaycee@gmail.com. 
 

Uriah is an enrolled member of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes and a descendant of 
the Pawnee Nation.  His father is Rusty Stepp and his mother is Teresa Botello.  His 
maternal grandmother is Loretta Weathers Partridge.  His great-grandmother was Jean 
Horsechief Weathers and his great-great grandmother was Alice Pickard.   
 

Uriah’s great-grandfather was John Spotted Horsechief, former Chief of the Kitkehahki 
band of the Pawnee Nation.  His great-great grandfather was Spotted Horsechief and 
his great-great-great grandfather was Big Spotted Horse.  
 

Safe journeys to Uriah and Kaycee!  May your mission be blessed! 

Thank You from the Family of Uriah Stepp 
The family of Uriah Stepp would like to extend our sincere  appreciation to all the family, friends and others, who made donations, 
purchases and offered encouragement at our booth during the Wichita Annual Dance.  
 

May God richly bless you all for your kindness and generosity.   
 

Tribal Members on a Mission 
 

Many Tribal members have recently been on missions traveling to a variety of places.  Whitney Green traveled to Nicaragua  with a 
church in Binger.  Saraya Goombi traveled to the Bahamas with a church in Weatherford and Erin Reeder and Ashauna Edge trav-
eled to the Blackfeet Reservation with a church in Moore.  While they have specific task in doing God’s work, they also get these 
amazing experiences as young Native youth.  Congratulations to each of you on the experiences that God has blessed you with! 
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 Wichita Tribal Princess Crowned 
 Joli Hererrera Named 2014-2015  

Wichita Tribal Princess 
 
Joli Angel Herrera was named the 2014-2015 Wichita Tribal Princess on Saturday, August 
16, 2014 during the Wichita Annual Dance.  Joli is 15 years old and a sophomore at U.S. 
Grant High School.  Joli an enrolled  member of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes and of Co-
manche descent. Joli’s parents are Hope and Cresenciano Herrera and her grandparents are 
Marilyn and Benjamin Tiger.  Joli’s great-grandparents are Loraine Motah Burgess and Gillis 
Llewallyn Miller Sr.  Gillis Llewallyn Miller Sr. was full blooded Wichita and once held the sa-
cred tobacco for the Wichita people.  Joli’s great great grandparents on the Wichita side are 
Belle Caley and Houston Miller.  Joli knows the background of her Wichita family going six (6) 
generations back.  Joli hopes to make her family proud and desires to be a role model to the 
young girls.  Joli is honored to be crowned the Wichita princess which she believes is also a 
great honor for her family.   
 

Joli is  involved in many activities; N.A.S.S. Dance troupe, Ervhv Society (Little Sisters Socie-
ty), Violin lessons at Granville School Of Music, Dance Classes at U.S. Grant High School, 
She is a Corporal in the U.S. Grant MCJROTC Program, U.S. Grant MCJROTC Color Guard, 
And N.A.S.S.OKCPS all Native Color Guard. Joli plans to be in the Marksmanship team for 
U.S. Grant MCJROTC. Joli has also helped give Fancy Shawl lessons at the Cultural Night 
for N.A.S.S. OKCPS JOM Program. Joli attends powwows all over OK, & sometimes out of 
state, throughout the year. Joli was officially introduced into the arena when she was six 
years of age. She began learning the fancy shawl dance when she was 8 years old. As a 
member of OKCPS Dance Troupe she has been invited to dance at many special occasions 
in the past 6 years, representing her culture in many State & Metro functions. As a member of 
Ervhv Society she has volunteered at many native functions, such as concession stands, 
preparing Christmas goody bags for a local Native Church, serving the elders at many pow-
wows, helping with OKCPS JOM Indian taco fundraisers & cleaning up after various events.  
 

Joli has wanted to be the Wichita Princess and to follow in her Nana’s and Aunt’s footsteps.  
Joli loves going to powwows and having that good feeling when her mom is proud that her 
daughter is dancing and keeping the tradition of the Wichita people and ancestors alive.  Jo-
li’s family is very proud of her for stepping into this role.  Joli appreciates being given this op-
portunity to serve the Wichita people in this capacity. 

Congratulations Joli!  We wish you the best of luck and hope you enjoy your reign as  
the 2014-2015 Wichita Tribal Princess! 
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 Kitikiti’sh Scholarship Winners Named 

2014 Kitikiti’sh Scholarship  
Winners 

Haley Stroud  
&  

Dustin Davilla 
 

Congratulations to you both! 
 

We wish each of you much success 
as you pursue your education.  We 
hope that someday you will utilize that 
education to make great things hap-
pen for our Tribe and our people.  

About the Winners and the Scholarship Selection 
 

Haley Stroud is the daughter of Diane Stroud and Terry Stroud.  Haley is the granddaughter of Charlote Johnson.  Haley is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology.  
 

Dustin Davilla is the son of Danny Davilla and Owassa Davilla.  Dustin is the grandson of Shirley Davilla.  Dustin is pursing a Bache-
lors of Science degree in Chemistry with a minor in Biology and Mathematics.    
 

This was the first year for the Kitikiti’sh Scholarship.  There were 18 applicants.  Criteria was based on GPA, ACT, future plans, ac-
complishments, leadership roles and financial need.  Karen Rose, Heather Shotton and Lancer Stephens, based on their educational 
background, were selected to assist in scoring and selecting the winners using the Lickert scale.  Two applicants were to be selected 
and each would receive $1,000 per semester for a total of $2,000 in scholarship funds.   Thanks to Karen, Heather and Lancer for 
assisting in this capacity.  We look forward to working with them in the future.   

 
Traymayne Wauaudooah 

Helping Lead the Warriors 
 

Traymayne, pictured to the left with Committee Member Gladys Walker, posed last 
year while the Tribe prepared to hand over a check for the championship rings for 
our tribal members provided by Wichita Tribal Enterprises.  This year we hope to get 
another picture of Traymayne and the team as the Warriors pursue another champi-
onship. They won their first game against Chickasha on September 5, 2014.   
 

Traymayne is the son of Shayla Wauaudooah, the grandson of Leah Wauaudooah 
and the great grandson of the late Betty Wauaudooah.  Traymayne is a senior at 
Anadarko High School and is a tailback on the Warrior Football Team.   
 

Traymayne has been featured on the cover of  VYPE magazine and has had numer-
ous interviews with news stations.  Traymayne has had numerous offers to play foot-
ball for D-1 schools.  Traymayne has overcome knee injuries and has become one 
of the top defensive players in the state.   
 

Traymayne’s mother, Shayla, is very proud of her son and all that he has accom-
plished and overcome.  Keep up the great work Traymayne. We are very proud of 
you and all of your teammates for all the hard work that you all put into the game! 
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 Vacancy Announcements 

WCDC JOB BANK APPLICATIONS 
 

Wichita Child Development Center (WCDC) will be collecting 
applications for the center’s job bank for on-call/substitute/
future positions: 
 Teachers with Bachelors in Early Childhood 
 Teachers with Associates in Early Childhood  
 Teachers with CDA/CCP (or be willing to obtain within 

18 months of hire) 
 Teacher Assistants, willing to obtain required training/

certifications 
 Cook with food handler’s permit (or be willing to obtain 

within 1 month) 
 
All positions must possess a valid Oklahoma Driver’s Li-
cense and have adequate transportation. These positions 
require a successful background check and drug screening. 
Salary is contingent upon education and experience. Appli-
cation acceptance is on-going.  
 
Please submit application, cover letter and resume to: 

 

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
ATTN:  HUMAN RESOURCES 

P.O. Box 729 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 

Phone 405/247-2425 ~ Fax 405/247-2430  

Wichita Tribe Sports Commission  
Inspectors 

 

The Wichita Tribe Sports Commission has immediate open-
ings for both male and female inspectors for the boxing and 
MMA events at Sugar Creek Casino in Hinton, OK. Duties 
include monitoring fighters and seconds, both prefight and 
during the event to ensure the safety of the fighters and en-
sure strict adherence to the rules and regulations set forth by 
the commission.  No experience is necessary.  All inspectors 
will obtain training and certification by the commission.  Ap-
plicants must be available on Fridays and Saturdays to be 
considered.  Applicants must be willing to submit to a back-
ground investigation and drug test.  Interested parties may 
obtain an  application at the Administration Building at the 
Wichita Tribe Complex located 1 1/4 miles North of Ana-
darko on Hwy 281.  Indian Preference applies.  Closing date 
is July 31, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. however the Commission will 
continue to take applications for future events.  If you have 
any questions, please call Commissioner Matt Roberson at 
405-623-4191.  Tribal Members are encouraged to apply.  

Sugar Creek Casino 
Casino Job Postings 

 
Drop Team 

Housekeeping 
Slot Attendant(s) 

Food & Beverage Cashier 
Players Club Representative 

Part-Time Event Staff(s) 
Part-Time Event Security Officer 

Table Games Dealer 
Table Games Supervisor  

 

Sugar Creek Casino is now accepting applications for the 
above position(s). 
(Open Until Filled) 

All applications must be submitted to the Sugar Creek Casi-
no’s Human Resources Department by fax 405-542-2949, 
mail Sugar Creek Casino 5304 N. Broadway, Hinton, OK  

73047 or Sugar Creek Casino Website @ http://
www.sugarcreekcasino.net Wichita and Affiliated Tribal 

Member & Indian Preference  
Considered.  

 
(These Positions are subject to being filled internally.) 

Case Management Aide/Office Assistant 
ICW Program 

 
The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes has an opening 
for a Case Management Aide/Office Assistant. 
Provides administrative support for the Indian 
Child Welfare programs; monitors budget ex-
penditures; conducts intake interviews; performs 
homevisits; and manages supervised visitations. 
Qualifications:  Prefer Associates Degree in 
Sociology, Psychology, or related field and at 
least 3 years of general clerical and case man-
agement experience. Must have a valid State of 
Oklahoma Driver’s License; pass a drug screen-
ing test and a criminal background investigation 
in accordance with P.L. 101-630. Applications 
available at the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes or at 
www.wichitatribe.com. For additional information 
contact Human Resources at (405) 247-2425. 
Closing date is September 19, 2014 before 
5:00 p.m.  Indian Preference applies. 
 

http://www.wichitatribe.com
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Want to get the Newsletter by email? 

Please send an email to newsletter@wichitatribe.com.  You will be 
able to receive the newsletter days ahead of the paper copy.  
 

You can also access it the day it comes out on 

Oklahoma Native Assets Coalition Savings Grant 

Firewood Available! 
 

There is firewood located on the west side of Rock Springs 
Cemetery. Tribal members may pick up some for their personal 

use.  

Oklahoma Native Assets Coalition (ONAC) ONAC Mini Grant Award 
By President Terri Parton 

 

In the March 31, 2014 edition of the Wichita Tribal newsletter an announcement was made 
that the Tribe had received a grant award from the Oklahoma Native Assets Coalition.  The 
First Nations Development Institute (FNDI) serves as the fiscal sponsor.  The Wichita and 
Affiliated Tribes received a grant award from the Oklahoma Native Assets Coalition (ONAC) 
in the amount of $3,500.  The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes administered a SummerSmart: 
Wichita Summer Youth Program to building pride through teaching Wichita history and cul-
ture and promoting good health practices. The participants of the SummerSmart program 
were eligible to receive up to $200 for participation in the program and for attending cultural 
activities.  Our summer interns with the Tribe also received savings accounts as part of their 
internship.  The youth and Interns were given a presentation by First State Bank in Ana-
darko and received piggy banks when they opened their accounts. They also received other 
classes on financial education where they discussed saving.  It is our hope that the children 
will continue to utilize the savings accounts and deposit their future earnings.  We encour-
age parents, grandparents and guardians to assist the children in reaching their savings 
goals.  There are still a few children that need to set up their accounts.  If your child partici-
pated in the program for at least 5 days and has not set up their account yet, please contact 
me at (405) 247-2425 to make arrangements.  Twenty three (23) children plus four (4) in-
terns participated in the grant.  This grant was a joint  effort by the Charles Clark,  Grant 
Writer and the President with approval by the Wichita Executive Committee and assistance 
from the Juvenile Services Director.   

Koby Williams proudly displays his piggy 
bank that received from First State Bank. 

Maleah Passi, Kayden Passi, Koby Williams and Jalen Passi were the first group 
to deposit into their savings accounts.  

Depositing into their savings accounts were: Mekhi Williams, Kareriss Wil-
liams, Kevin Marquez, Jenny Marquez, James Marquez pictured with Presi-
dent Terri Parton.  Kayden Passi, Maleah Passi, Koby Williams, Jalen Passi 
deposited their extra earnings on this day.   



10 

 Newly Renovated Community Building 

May 4, 2014-Before August 16, 2014-After 

May 4, 2014-Before August 16, 2014-After 

May 4, 2014-Before August 16, 2014-After 

WCEP Schedules Archery Workshop For Wichita Youth 
 

The Wichita Cultural Education Program (WCEP) will be sponsoring an Archery Workshop at 1:00 PM on September 20, 2014. The 
instructor will be Mr. Kenneth Stephenson. Mr. Stephenson is an accomplished archer who has given demonstrations and participated 
in archery competitions for many years. 
 

The workshop will be held at the Portable building, Wichita Tribal Complex which is located one mile north of Anadarko on Hwy. 281 
and one half mile west on Wichita Lane. Participation is limited to 15 Wichita and Wichita descendant youth ages 9-17. Enrollment 
forms may be obtained at the receptionist desk in the Administration Building, Wichita Tribal Complex. The deadline for enrollment is 
September 18, 2014. Refreshments and snacks will be provided. For more information you may contact Gary McAdams at (405) 247-
2425 Ext. 169. 



11 

 Event Center Ribbon Cutting Ceremony-09/12/2014  

Cage Fights Feature Jeremy Horn-09/13/2014  

C o m m i t t e e 
M e m b e r , 
Gladys Walk-
er and Presi-
dent Terri 
Parton pose 
before cutting 
the ribbon to 
the new event 
center at Sug-
ar Creek Ca-
sino on 09/12/ 
14. 

The new event center seats approximately 1,200 people.  
The former event center seated 600.   Pictured is the set up 
for the Cage Fights that were held on 09/13/2014. 

Cage Fights Held in New Event Center 
09/13/2014 

 
MMA and UFC Legend, Jeremy Horn, was the last fight on the 
fight card for Sugar Creek Casino Cage Fights held on Satur-
day, September 13, 2014.  Jeremy Horn won the match. Sug-
ar Creek Showdown #22 Reborn featured 16 fights.   Many 
tribal members assisted in the first fights from inspectors, to 
casino employees along with fellow staff members making the 
event a success.  Gladys Walker and Shirley Davilla, Commit-
tee Members also attended the first event at the new event 
center.  
 
Pictured:  Joneil Tahmahkera, Sports Commissioner; Presi-
dent Terri Parton; Mike Snyder, Sports Commissioner; Jeremy 
Horn; Jesse Jones, Vice President; Matt Roberson,  Chairman 
of the Wichita Tribe Sports Commission.   

General Man-
ager, Glen 
C o l e m a n , 
speaks at the 
ribbon cutting 
ceremony for 
the new event 
center at Sug-
ar Creek Casi-
no on 09/12/ 
14. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 

Juvenile Services-Campaign Against Cyberbullying 

September 19, 2014 
Special General Council Meeting 

September 27,  2014 
Breast Cancer Awareness Day 

October 24, 2014 
AoA Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 20, 2014 
AoA Christmas Dinner 

December 18, 2014 
 

Tribal Enrollment 
As of 08/31/2014 

2,779 

Address Updates 
Please send address updates to: 

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
Attn:  Enrollment 

P.O. Box 729  
Anadarko, OK  73005 

Annual Enrollment Report 

Enrollment/Burial-Elder-Children’s Clothing 
Assistance/Gift Shop 

Annual Report  
July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014 

   

 Accomplishments over the past year: 
• The Enrollment Office has enrolled 103 individuals over 
 the past year, bringing the total enrollment to 2,756 
 members.  
• The Burial Assistance Program has provided funds for 
 8 burials and 6 bereavement meals.  There is one fami
 ly currently being served.  
• The  Children’s Clothing Assistance program currently 
 has 975 members projected to be 17 and under by 
 September 30, 2014.  Several individuals did not return 
 clothing receipts and are ineligible for clothing assis
 tance for FY-2014.  FY-2014 Assistance notifications 
 have been mailed and applications were available July 
 1.  
• The Elder’s Assistance Program has 243 eligible mem
 bers compared to 236 last year.  There were 217 
 checks issued.  
• The Tribal Gift Shop continues to receive new items 
 and make purchases of some items from tribal mem
 bers. 
 
Current Projects:  
• Enrollment is on-going and we continue to receive en
 rollment applications. 
• The Burial Assistance program is working with one 
 family.  
• The Children’s Clothing Assistance for school year 
 2013-2014 is closed and will begin taking applications 
 beginning July 1.  The first deadline is July 18 and the 
 first checks will be available July 25.  
• The Elder’s Assistance Program for FY-2013 is closed 
 and is proposed for later in 2014. 
• The Tribal Gift Shop has new t-shirts with the new tribal 
 seal and creation story designs and we have lapel/hat 
 pins with the new tribal seal. We are working to pur
 chase small tribal flags and other items. We continue to 
 seek recommendations on the type of merchandise 
 tribal members would like to see in the shop. The Gift 
 Shop also encourages tribal members who make mer
 chandise to sell, to offer it to our gift shop for possible 
 purchase and resale. 

Annual Statistics: 
 

Enrollment: 
Enrolled: 103 Relinquished: 0 

 

Burial Assistance: 
8 Funerals / Burial Assistance 
6 Bereavement Meal Vouchers 

 

Children’s Clothing Assistance: 
FY-2013 
Closed 

 

FY-2014 
Begins July 1, 2014 

 

Elders Assistance: 
FY2013 

217 Elders Payments Released 
 

Program Contact Information: 
Pamela Pogue, Tribal Government Services Specialist 
P.O. Box 729, Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 
(405)-247-2425, extension 134 
pamela.pogue@wichitatribe.com 
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 WCDC Holds 5 Year Anniversary Event 
 WCDC 5 Year Anniversary 

 

The Wichita Child Development Center (WCDC) held its 5 year 
anniversary on Saturday, September 13, 2014. The  WCDC 
had an open house at the Child Development Center and then 
held activities for children at the Iscani Gym.  The Wichita Child 
Development Center was built in 2009 with a grant from HUD 
through the ICDBG Program.  The grant was written by Gerald 
Collins with the assistance of Kathy Hopen.  Ms. Hopen takes 
pride in the Center.  Sunshine Yeahquo is the Wichita Child 
Development Center Director and has worked diligently since 
becoming the new director.  Congratulations to all the staff, Ms. 
Yeahquo and Ms. Hopen on the event and thank you for the 
work that you do in making the Center successful!  Pictured 
below:  Cyrstal Johnson, parent, and Kathy Hopen, CCDF Di-
rector.  
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 Special Council Meeting-09/27/2014 
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 Wichita Tribe Purchases Wright Properties 

On September 19, 2001, the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes entered into a Purchase Option Agreement for certain properties owned by 
Danny and Donna Wright.  Many years went by, purchase options were kept up but the Tribe never had the funds available to pur-
chase the properties.  Many years later the Tribe entered into agreements with Barrick Gaming.  The Tribe acquired the land in 2005 
where the current Sugar Creek Casino sits.  Later  other tracks of land were obtained around the casino for which the new event cen-
ter, smokeshop, casino offices and parking lot. In the fall of 2012, the Wichita Executive Committee moved forward with working with 
the Wrights to obtain the properties again.  We were not able to close for various reasons.  At that time, all of the property was to be 
financed.  Later discussions with the Wright’s brought about a new deal where some of the properties were removed but most im-
portantly instead of financing all of the properties, the Tribe was able to negotiate with the Wrights the outright purchase of 80 acres of 
the original deal free and clear.  On August 8, 2014, when the Tribe and the Wright’s closed on the deal, the Tribe became owners of 
80 acres of land and financed a hotel-Hinton Travel Inn and approximately 60 additional acres of land on five tracks of land.   The 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes aboriginal homeland is Oklahoma and is one of the Tribes with the smallest land base of its own.   This is 
an important step in our future and in an effort to move forward in the future with economic development to create jobs and additional 
revenues for our Tribe and its members.   Pictured:  President Terri Parton, Danny Wright and Donna Wright.  

Tribal App and Social Media 
 

Don’t forget to download the App for the Wichita Tribe 
and look for us on Facebook and Twitter under Wichita 
and Affiliated Tribes to keep up with the latest infor-
mation.  

Commissioner Vacancy 
 

The following Commission currently has one vacancy and will 
have another on 09/30/2014:  
 

Wichita Tribe Industrial Development Commission 
 

If you are interested in serving on this Commission then please 
submit a cover letter, and resume, no later than September 30 
2014 to: 
 

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes  
Attn: Secretary 
P.O. Box 729 

Anadarko, OK  73005 
Fax:  (405) 247-2430 

Former WCD Employee Pleads Guilty to  
Embezzlement 

 

On August 28, 2014, former employee Robin Bitseedy plead guilty of 
embezzlement and theft from an Indian tribal organization in the West-
ern District Court of Oklahoma.  An excess of $100,000 was taken 
from WCD Enterprises, Inc. over several years.  Sentencing will take 
place several months from now.  WCD Enterprises, Inc. will be allowed 
to provide a victims impact statement to the United States Attorneys 
Office prior to sentencing.  

Wichita Night-Tara Tartsah, Haley Williams, Jacey Lamar, Cassandra McAdams 
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Program Offered by IHS 
 

Screening Mammography Self-Referral  
Now Available 

 
The Lawton Service Unit now accepts self-referrals for 
screening mammography services. The annual screening 
mammogram is appropriate for normal, healthy women 
over 40 who are not having any breast symptoms. Patients 
should report to the Lawton Indian Hospital Radiology De-
partment to schedule a screening mammogram. Where 
there’s an open appointment time, they may be able to be 
screened immediately. Mammograms are also done at the 
Anadarko or Carnegie clinic when the mobile mammogram 
unit is on site, ask a nurse to schedule your appointment. 
You may also call to schedule an appointment. The num-
ber to call at Lawton is (580)354-5570, at Carnegie (580) 
654-1100 or at Anadarko (405) 247-7900. Let them know 
you want to schedule a mammogram. 

 

From the Desk Of Nasi Mandujano 

 

Preventing Suicide  

Suicide can be prevented. Each year, more than 39,000 
Americans take their own lives and about 487,000 peo-
ple receive medical care for self-inflicted injuries. Sep-
tember 10th is World Suicide Prevention Day. Help pre-
vent suicide in your community by knowing the facts, 
warning signs, and where to get help. 
 
Suicide (i.e., taking one's own life) is a serious public health 
problem that affects people of all ages. It is the 10th leading 
cause of death for Americans. Suicide resulted in 39,518 
lives lost in 2011. The top three methods used in suicides 
included firearm (51%), suffocation (25%), and poisoning 
(17%). 
 

Deaths from suicide are only part of the problem. More peo-
ple survive suicide attempts than actually die. In 2011, 
about 487,700 people received medical care for self-
inflicted injuries at emergency departments across the Unit-
ed States. 
 

Several factors can put a person at risk for suicide. Howev-
er, having these risk factors does not always mean that 
suicide will occur. Some of the risk factors researchers 
identified include: 
 History of previous suicide attempts 
 Family history of suicide 
 History of depression or other mental illness 
 History of alcohol or drug abuse 
 Stressful life event or loss 
 Easy access to lethal methods 
 Exposure to the suicidal behavior of others 
 

Protective factors buffer individuals from suicidal thoughts 
and behavior. Some of the protective factors researchers 
identified include: 
 

 Skills in problem solving, conflict resolution, and nonvi-
olent ways of handling disputes 

 Effective clinical care for mental, physical, and sub-
stance abuse disorders 

 Easy access to various clinical interventions and sup-
port for help seeking 

 Family and community support (connectedness) 
 Support from ongoing medical and mental health care 

relationships 
 

 Cultural beliefs that discourage suicide and support 
instincts for self-preservation, including seeking help 

 

Most people are uncomfortable with the topic of suicide. 
Too often, victims are blamed and their families and friends 
are left stigmatized. As a result, people do not communicate 
openly about suicide. Thus, an important public health prob-
lem is left shrouded in secrecy, which limits the amount of 
information available to those working to prevent suicidal 
behavior. 

Know the Warning Signs and Get Help 
Suicide has many warning signs. For more information, visit 
A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S u i c i d o l o g y . 
The good news is that research over the last several dec-
ades has uncovered a wealth of information about the caus-
es of suicide and prevention strategies. Additionally, CDC is 
working to monitor the problem, develop and evaluate pre-
vention strategies, and to disseminate information to pre-
vent suicidal behavior. 
If you or someone you know is having thoughts of suicide, 
contact the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-
273-TALK (1-800-273-8255) or visit National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline. 
formation 
CDC's Suicide Prevention Resources 
WHO World Suicide Report 
National Strategy for Suicide Prevention 

National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention 

http://www.suicidology.org/web/guest/stats-and-tools/warning-signs
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/suicide/index.html
http://www.who.int/mental_health/suicide-prevention/en/
http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/reports/national-strategy-suicide-prevention/index.html
http://actionallianceforsuicideprevention.org/

