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The 40th Annual Wichita Tribal 
Dance was held August 13-16, 
2015. The event was opened on 
Thursday morning, with a flag 
raising at eight a.m., in honor of 
Phillip Major Smith, the honor-
ary veteran of this year’s dance 
(See more about Smith on page 
nine). Princess elections were 
held that day from two p.m. until 
eight p.m. and the winner, Miss 
Charlie McAdams, was an-

nounced that evening. Thursday 
night was Wichita night, with 
contests being open to only en-
rolled members and descendants. 
That evening’s meal was provided 
by President Terri Parton, along 
with family and friends. Friday 
night contests included tiny tots 
and juniors, and the Wichita 
Little Sisters provided the eve-
ning meal. Saturday kicked off 
with the flag raising and early 

morning Spirit Walk put on by 
the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
Health Programs, which this year 
was for Alzheimer’s Awareness. 
Other tribal programs sponsored 
additional events. The TFSS 
program hosted a youth basket-
ball tournament, the Victims 
of Crime Act program a dom-
ino tournament, the Domestic 
and Family Violence program 
a horseshoe tournament, and 
the Juvenile Services Program 
a youth archery tournament. 

Winners of these events are listed 
on page eight. The Indians for In-
dians radio program aired from 
our tribal grounds that morning. 
Gourd dancing began at two p.m. 
and Grand Entry followed supper 
with teen and Golden Age con-
tests. The flag was raised the final 
morning, Sunday, with gourd 
dancing in the afternoon and 
adult contests following supper. 
Thank you to all in attendance 
and we hope to see you next year, 
as well.

Kateri Schaaf speaks with Doris McLemore

Horseshoe Tournament

Little Girls on Wichita Night
Grand Entry Saturday Night

Angel Rolon-Medina, AHS 
Indian Club Princess

Spirit Walk/Run

Beautiful young Wichita ladies

Dava Longhat, Joli Hererra, Haley Wil-
liams, Jenny Marquez, and Jill Parker

40th Annual Wichita Tribal Dance



Wic TwoWichita Tribal News

Ni:cho:?e:kitakih to:k?as

President’s Report
September Edition

By Terri Parton, 
President

September 1, 2015

It’s September, the last month 
of the fiscal year.  We are work-
ing on the budget for FY-2016 
that begins on October 1 and 
finishing up the current fiscal 
year.  Below is a brief update 
on a few things. 
  

Annual Dance
Thank you to everyone that 
came out and participated in 
the Annual Dance this year.  
The Wichita Annual Dance 
Committee did a great job in 
every area of the dance.  It 
takes a lot to get ready for the 
dance and we appreciate their 
hard work.  Our maintenance 
department and tribal staff 
that assisted did an awesome 
job in helping to make the 
dance a huge success.  Our ac-
tivities continue to increase.  
We hope to have an even big-
ger celebration next year. 

Special Council Meeting 
09/26/2015

There will be a Special Gen-
eral Council Meeting held 
on Saturday, September 26, 
2015, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  
We will be discussing Trib-
al Health Insurance, Hinton 
Travel Inn/Hotel and the FY-
2016 Budget.  We strongly en-
courage your input on these 
decisions for our future. 

Tribal Health Insurance
The Tribal Health Insurance 
Plan is a proposed plan that 
would take our current health 
programs such as eyeglass, 
special meds, dental, dentures, 
etc. and combine them with 
a broader plan.  This would 
provide each tribal member 
with a specified dollar amount 
that could be utilized towards 
health needs.  We don’t antic-
ipate that everyone will utilize 
the program nor use all of the 
funding that is set aside but it 
would be there for those spe-
cific purposes.  

What would this plan do?  
Many tribal members have 
insurance but can’t afford the 
co-pays.  This program could 
assist with those.  We had one 
tribal member that had a se-
rious issue that needed to be 
taken care of before contract 
health, now Purchased and 
Referred Care through IHS, 
could make an appointment 
and this program could pay for 
the office visit in those instanc-
es.  We have some tribal mem-
bers with monthly medications 
that exceed the $100 per year 
that we have for the Special 
Meds Program.  This would 
help reduce some of their cost.  
Though it is not in the plan at 
the beginning, we would later 

look at a tribal sponsorship for 
health care in the near future.  
In that instance, if you were 
to sign up for the Affordable 
Care Act and had a premium 
of lets say $50 a month then 
the Tribe could potentially be 
your sponsor and pay that co-
pay so that you have full cover-
age insurance.   These are just 
part of a proposed plan.  There 
is NOT a proposed plan to pay 
$500 to $600 a month for in-
surance for every tribal mem-
ber.  I want to make sure that 
is clear.  We could not afford 
that.  You have to remember 
that have a lot of people with 
insurance through their em-
ployers, Medicare/Medicaid, 
etc. and this plan will help off-
set some of those out of pocket 
costs for co-pays and other ex-
penses when our people real-
ly need them.  We want to be 
able to take care of the health 
of our people to the extent 
possible.  RWI Benefits will be 
here on Saturday the 26th to 
discuss the proposed plan.  

Hinton Travel Inn/Hotel
We will provide some finan-
cial information on the Hin-
ton Travel Inn and a proposed 
plan to do some updates to 
the hotel. We recently worked 
with a college on an Opera-
tions Analysis of Hinton Trav-
el Inn.  The analysis found 
that the building is structur-
ally sound, there are some is-
sues with outside landscaping 
and lighting that need to be 
addressed, some drywall that 
needs to be fixed, the parking 
lot is in good shape, security 
cameras need to be addressed, 
the swimming pool will take 
an influx of money to get it 
where it needs to be or we 
could close the pool and make 
a meeting room, the majority 
of the petty cash issues have 
been addressed by setting up 
charge accounts, the monthly 
billing has been addressed and 
reconciliation issues are being 
addressed.  The final recom-
mendations included:  sig-
nage, website and social media 
presence, standardize rooms, 
standardize furniture, paint 
and carpeting, revitalize lobby 
and gift shop, convert pool to 
meeting room, revitalize land-
scaping and attract new mar-
ket sectors. There was also a 
recommendation to increase 
the room rate by a few dollars 
after the changes have been 
made.  We will be working to-
wards getting these things ad-
dressed.  In addition, we will 
discuss other hotel options. 

FY-2016 Budget
We will be working on the bud-
get for FY-2016 this month.  
During the meeting will intro-
duce some upcoming plans for 
a few new tribally funded pro-
grams such as a Veterans Pro-
gram, Youth Camp, HVAC/
Heat/Air Program and a line 
item for a Master Plan for 

some of our properties. 
 

Wichita History Center  
We selected two contractors 
and met with them both on 
August 25, 2015 and discussed 
the Wichita History Center.  
The contractors will present a 
30% design completed by Oc-
tober 1.  At that point, we will 
select one of the contractors 
to move forward with to com-
plete the design. 

Mazzio’s Building 
Renovations for the 

Wichita Child 
Development Center

The Mazzio’s building is cur-
rently under renovations and 
should open sometime in the 
fall.  

New Grants
This month we have received 
several new grants.  We re-
ceived a $20,000 grant for In-
jury Prevention, a $10,000 N7 
Grant, a $15,000 Cultural Re-
sources Grant and a $736,000 
grant for Tribal Youth Suicide 
Prevention & Surveillance 
Project.  Tribal Member, Va-
nessa Vance, assisted with the 
Injury Prevention grant with 
budget changes done by the 
Tribe.  Tribal Member and em-
ployee, Robin White, and the 
former grant writer worked 
on the N7 grant.  Tribal mem-
ber and tribal employee, Gary 
McAdams worked on the Cul-
tural Resources Grant and 
Tribal members Brandi Mo-
ran Judson and Erin Moran 
Dalton with Moran Consulting 
worked on the Tribal Youth 
Suicide Prevention Grant.  The 
Tribal Administrator, several 
tribal staff and myself assisted 
in seeing the grants to comple-
tion for submission and get-
ting the final awards.  Thank 
you to all of those that are 
assisting in moving our Tribe 
forward. 

Hobbs, Straus, Dean 
& Walker, LLP Annual 

Meeting Update
The update for Hobbs, Straus, 
Dean & Walker, LLP was not 
discussed during the Annual 
Meeting.  They did provide a 
PowerPoint.  I have included 
some of the information below 
on some of their recent assign-
ments, ongoing projects, prop-
erty purchase, ordinances and 
laws.  Many of these start and 
continue to be ongoing.  The 
recent assignments included 
in their PowerPoint were:
• Fiber Optic installation 

agreement
• Tribal Smartphone App 

agreement
• Gaming Ordinance revi-

sions
• Travel Plaza Development 

agreements
• Dance Building construc-

tion contract
• Event Center construction 

contracts
• Machine vendor contracts

• Supreme Court Brief in 
support of Sovereignty

• Joint effort by several 
tribes

• Supreme court cited to ar-
guments upholding tribal 
sovereignty

• Prepared draft changes to 
2004 draft membership 
ordinance

• Researched and prepared 
update of 2001 legal analy-
sis concerning Wichita wa-
ter claims

• Filed motion to dismiss on 
jurisdictional grounds on 
behalf of Tribe in federal 
suit, Deere v. Sugar Creek 
Casino, and negotiated set-
tlement of case resulting in 
final dismissal of case and 
no payment by Tribe. 

Ongoing Projects, 
Property Purchases and 

Ordinances and Laws
• LLC Ordinance 
• Business Site Leasing Or-

dinance
• Federal Charter
• Tobacco Compact
• WCD Land Partition
• Purchase of Wright Tracts
• Financing of Wright Tracts
• Payoff of Wright Tracts
• Trust Application-80 Acres
• Trust Application-Hydro 

Tract
• Trust Application-Hinton 

Parking Parcels
• Hotel Financing Options

Conclusion
As we begin to start a new fis-
cal year, we hope that we will 
continue to see gradual im-
provements in our Tribe.  It 
would be easy if we could just 
do what we know needs to be 
done and get it done.  That 
can’t always happen.  When 
there are tribal funds involved 
and long term commitments 
for the Tribe then we have a 
Committee that has to come 
to agreement.  It takes time 
sometimes to get to that point.  
We also have things that we 
want to bring before the Coun-
cil.  It takes time.  We all get 
frustrated and want things to 
move faster, myself included.  
It is also easy to be frustrat-
ed on the outside looking in 
and say “Why aren’t they do-
ing this?”, “We should have 
already done this?”  We all 
want to move fast but we have 
to prudent also.  It is hard to 
find a balance at times but it is 
something that we must do as 
leaders.  Please just keep pray-
ing for our people, those who 
have lost loved ones, our el-
ders, children and leadership.  
May God bless each of you and 
your families with a wonderful 
start to the fall! 
So:ti:c?a! 

Tribe Receives N7 Grant

The Wichita and Affiliat-
ed Tribes has been notified 
that we have been awarded 
a $10,000 grant from the 
Board of Directors of Chari-
ties Aid Foundation America 
(CAF America) which is a di-
rect result of a suggestion by 
the N7 Fund.
This grant is designated is 
to promote physical activi-
ty and to provide access to 
sports for Native American 
and Aboriginal youth in the 
US and Canada.
The tribe will purchase 
some youth friendly exercise 
equipment to promote phys-
ical activity to help improve 
the health of our youth.

Injury Prevention 
Grant

The Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes has been awarded 
an Injury Prevention Grant. 
This grant will allow the 
tribe to purchase car seats 
and items to assist elders 
in there home with Injury 
Prevention. This grant was 
awarded through IHS Office 
of Environmental Health & 
Engineering.

Tribal Youth Suicide 
Prevention Grant 

Awarded

The Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes has received notifica-
tion that we have received a 
grant from the Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices-Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration . The Project Ti-
tle is "Wichita Tribal Youth 
Suicide Prevention and 
Surveillance Project". The 
project should add approx-
imately six new jobs over 
the course of the first year. 
Thanks to tribal members, 
Brandy and Erin who own 
Moran Consulting for assist-
ing with this grant project to 
address teen suicide issues.

New 
Grants 

Awarded



E
d
it

o
r’

s

Ta:wWichita Tribal NewsThree

Note
Hello all,

I hope that you enjoy the photos in this edition. I have 
plenty more where they came from and will be posting 
them to a hosting site at my soonest avail. Please follow us 

on Facebook for many that are not seen in the print format, 
and updates about coming social media. 
 
I am seeking new content ideas. Please contact me at 405-247-
2425 ext. 165, or amber.luke@wichitatribe.com with your 
suggestions. These could be new types of stories, people that 
you would like to know more about, or as always, submitted 
reader/tribal member content. 

The Special Council Meeting on Saturday, September 26 (see 
notice at left), is set to be streamed live on Ustream. You can 
find it at http://ustre.am/1pPp4. Please tune in and 
feel free to comment in the chat feature on Ustream or in real 
time on Facebook to assist me in delivering the best possible 
feed to you all. This is a learning process and I appreciate 
your patience and support. We live streamed as much as 
possible of the Cultural Seminar featured on page eleven, but 
had significant technical issues. 

As many may have seen in social media, my department has 
gotten some new and exciting photography/video equipment, 
including a drone camera. This purchase was to allow for 
arial documentation of events, property, and projects. Look 
for more featured footage from our Eagle Eye in the future.

So:ti:c?a,
Amber Luke

Annual Program Reports to Tribe

American Heart 
Association Scholarship

On Tuesday, July 28, 2015, the Wichita Executive Committee, by a vote 
of 6-0-0, approved the use of the $2,500 American Heart Association 
Scholarship to provide for two scholarships in the amount of $1,250 
in the spring of 2016.   Applications for the scholarship are available 
now in the Education office at the tribe.  The application deadline will 
be November 30, 2015.  Anyone currently in an undergrad program, 
graduate program, law school or pursuing their doctorate will be eligi-
ble to apply.  For more information, call 405-247-2425, ext. 106.

The Child Care & Development 
Fund Program has an exciting 
new school readiness program 
for ages 5-13 year olds that will 
better prepare them for their 
future.
• School readiness = chil-

dren possessing the skills, 
knowledge, and attitudes 
necessary for success in 
school and for later learn-
ing and life. School readi-
ness includes expectations 
of children’s status and 
progress across domains 
of language, literacy devel-
opment, cognition, general 
knowledge, approaches to 
learning, physical health 
and well-being, motor 
development, social and 
emotional development

School readiness leads to 
school success. If we further 
develop the readiness skills, 
the foundation will be in place 
to continue to build knowl-
edge for the future. We will fo-
cus on the children in a one on 
one setting. The school read-
iness and school success pro-
gram will provide after-school 
tutoring from 3:00-6:00pm 
on weekdays. The address is 
1516 Mission in Anadarko. A 
curriculum will be used by a 
certified teacher. Input from 
the regular classroom teach-
er(s) and parent(s) will be 
considered when identifying 
strengths and concerns. Areas 
of concerns will be strength-
ened and strengths will con-

tinue to thrive. The results of 
the program will be visible 
through grade improvement 
and graduation. During public 
school breaks, educational day 
camps with the entire focus on 
one subject will be presented 
throughout the week. We will 
make a difference. 
The Child Care & Develop-
ment Fund Program is a fed-
eral grant that provides child 
care assistance to income el-
igible Native American chil-
dren. The federal grant allows 
a portion of the funding to im-
prove the quality of child care. 
This funding is how the CCDF 
Program is able to create and 
oversee the Wichita Child De-
velopment Center and create 
the Wichita School Readiness 
Program. These programs are 
non-profit. 
The Wichita School Readiness 
Program facility is being ren-
ovated at this time. The antic-
ipated opening is mid to late 
October 2015. The children 
aged five years and older from 
the Wichita Child Develop-
ment Center and their teach-
ers will move to their very own, 
exciting new program. More 
information will follow as we 
move closer to the big day.

Respectfully,

Kathy Hopen, CCDF Program 
Director

Wichita School 
Readiness Program 

Set to Open in 
October
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Do You Have 
Community News to Share?
If you have a birthday, graduation, award or other significant event to share, 
please contact me at 405-247-2425 ext. 165 or at newsletter@wichita-

tribe.com. We want to celebrate with you. Please include any information of 
note including dates, lineage, photos (in digital format or original photos) and 

contact information. 
-Amber Luke

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING 
ALLOWANCE

Don’t forget to turn in your Children’s 
Clothing Allowance receipts. You have 

90 days from the date of issuance to 
turn in, to avoid disqualification for 

next year’s distribution.

The Wichita Annual Dance Committee would like to thank the following for their 
contribution and support to this year’s 40th Annual Wichita Tribal Dance.   

 

 Wichita and Affiliated Tribes      Trophies N Things 

 Sugar Creek Casino       Anadarko Bank & Trust 

 Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker     Anadarko Daily News 

 Finely & Cook        Ideal Decorating  

 Terri Parton (Thursday Evening Meal)    1st State Bank 

 Wichita Little Sisters (Friday Evening Meal)    Smith Funeral Home 

 Wichita Tribal Employees      Rid-X Pest Control 

 Wichita Employee Committee     McKee’s Indian Store 

 Wichita Tribe Industrial Development Commission   Caddo Electric 

 Wichita Domestic Family Violence Program    Indians for Indians Radio Show 

 Wichita Social Services Program     Delaware Nation Cultural Program 

 Wichita Victims of Crime Act Program 

 Wichita Higher Education 

 Wichita Family and Children Services 

 Wichita Tax Commission 

 Wichita Housing Authority 

 Wichita Environmental Programs 

 Wichita Food Distribution Program 

 Wichita Child Care & Development Program 

 Wichita  Communications Department 

 Wichita Tribe Maintenance Department 

 

A special Thank You to the Oklahoma Art Council and the National Endowment for the Arts for their          
continued support of the Annual Wichita Tribal Dance.  And last but not least, we would like to thank the 

Head Staff for helping us celebrate this year’s 40th Annual Wichita Tribal Dance. 

We hope to see everyone back again next year! 

 

Ta:kwic

Isi:c?i:te:re?e  
Notices   



Wichita Tribal NewsFive

Wichita/Pawnee Visitation

The Wichita-Pawnee Visitation is per-
haps the longest running tradition car-
ried on by two Tribes in the lower 48 
states. It has been going on continu-
ously for well over a century and there 
is some scientific evidence as well as 
oral tradition that the visitation is sev-
eral centuries old.

Linquistically, the Wichita and Paw-
nee are from one language family, ac-
cordingly, they were in the past, one 
people. It is estimated that a separa-
tion occurred about 800 to 1200 years 
ago and consequently, the languages 
developed differently from that point 
and the two Tribes, it seems, became 
unknown to one another. Sometime 
after that, contact was re-established 
and according to oral tradition the re-
lationship was renewed.

As it is conducted today, the visitation 
consists of a traditional encampment 
with the Wichitas being the hosts in 
odd numbered years and the Paw-
nees being the hosts in even numbered 
years. The encampment usually lasts 
about ten days.

The visitation is initiated in the spring 
of each year when the leaders of each 
Tribe confer and decide when the visit 
will begin. Historically, the date set is 
around the middle of July.

From the Wichita perspective, on the 
day the visitation is to begin (which is 
usually a Wednesday) the Wichitas will 
meet at a place selected by the Wichi-
ta Tobacco Man for a tobacco making 
ceremony and a communal meal. Once 
the men conclude the ceremony and 
the meal is eaten, the group leaves for 
Pawnee, OK. Upon arrival in Pawnee 
no one proceeds to the site of the vis-
itation until the Wichita leaders deliv-

er the tobacco to the Pawnee Tobacco 
Man and it is accepted by him. At that 
time the Wichita leaders return to the 
group and leads them to the camp-
ground. Everyone then proceeds to set 
up their camps. That evening the Paw-
nees will provide a meal. When all of 
the food has been placed on the tables 
near the center of the arena, the Paw-
nee leader will come to the Wichita 
camp and invite the visitors over to the 
arena. Once everyone is gathered for 
the meal, the Pawnee leader will get 
up and give a talk about the visitation 
and welcome the visitors and then give 
a prayer or select one of the Pawnee 
men to give the prayer. Then the wife 
or female relative of the Pawnee lead-
er will select the women who will serve 
the meal. The Wichita men will line up 
first, then the Wichita women followed 
by the Pawnee men and lastly the Paw-
nee women.

After the meal, the Wichita leader 
or a designee gets up and thanks the 
Pawnees and offers some remarks 
about the visitation and everyone is 
dismissed. Thus begins a cycle which 
includes breakfasts, lunches, and eve-
ning meals provided by various mem-
bers of the host Tribe. And usually, a 
handgame is held every evening accept 
for the first evening and the evening 
prior to the Giveaway Day.

Along about the third day of the visita-
tion, the Pawnee leader will set the day 
for the tobacco ceremony which is con-
ducted by the men of both Tribes. On 
the day of the ceremony the Pawnee 
leader will come to the Wichita camp to 
invite the Wichita men to come to the 
special place which has been selected 
to hold the ceremony. At the ceremony 
each man is given the opportunity to 
express themselves; the tobacco which 

was delivered by the Wichita will be 
ritually opened and smoked by all the 
men present in a pipe ceremony. Upon 
the opening of the tobacco the Pawnee 
men present will make monetary do-
nations and the date for the giveaway 
will be set. After everyone has smoked, 
the man handling the pipe will go out-
side the circle and offer a prayer. Then 
a meal is shared, Wichita thank yous 
are given and the ceremony is conclud-
ed.

Giveaway Day begins with a noon meal. 
When all the food has been placed on 
the tables in the arena, the Pawnee 
leader will come to the Wichita camp 
to invite them to the meal. The set-
up is different from the other mealn 
in that separate tables are set for the 
Wichita and Pawnee respectively. The 
Wichita women serve the Wichitas and 
the Pawnee women serve the Pawnees. 
Once everyone is gathered at the dance-
ground the Pawnee leader gets up and 
addresses the gathering, first speaking 
to the Wichita people and then to his 
own people. At the conclusion of his 
speech he will select someone to pray 
for the meal and the activities that fol-
low. Sometimes he will turn the meal 
over to the Wichitas and the Wichita 
leader will dispense wiht these duties. 
When the meal is finished, the Wich-
ita leader speaks to the gathering, ex-
pressing his thoughts about the visita-
tion and giving his thanks for the meal 
and for everything the Pawnees have 
done for his people. After his talkev-
eryone is dismissed so that things can 
be made ready for the giveaway.

The giveaway customarily begins with 
a series of round dance songs then a 
wardance song is sung for the Pawnee 
leader and then for his helpers.Oth-
er Pawnees may request songs or else 

they just get up and giveaway during 
any of the wardance songs. When the 
Pawnees are done, the drum is turned 
over to the Wichitas. The first song 
sung by the Wichitas is called the 
Thank You song. Then songs are sung 
for the Wichita leader, his helpers and 
any other Wichita that requests one.

After each song , the Wichita who re-
quested the song announces his/her 
pledge for the next year when the Paw-
nees come to visit the Wichitas.

Once the pledges are completed the 
drum is turned back to the Pawnees 
who conclude the program with a 
prayer song. Ther are no activities 
scheduled for the evening.

The next morning the Wichitas break 
camp, making a special effort to leave 
the camp area in the same condition 
as when they arrived.When everyone 
is packed up and ready to go, they will 
get in their vehicles and line up near 
the dance arena. Then the men of the 
two Tribes will line up in the arena 
facing each other and say their thank 
yous and good-byes. At the conclusion 
of the talks a prayer song is sung. Then 
all the Wichita women and children 
can go among the Pawnees present to 
say their thank yous and good-byes. 
Thus, the visitation is concluded until 
next year when the Pawnees come to 
visit the Wichitas.

 

Tobacco Men, Gary Mcadams and William 
Howell

Giving thanks to hosts for meal

Pawnee and Wichita Men

Iskwi:c



84th American Indian Exposition
Wichita Tribal News Six

This year’s tribal and Expo Princesses with celebrity guest, Rudy Youngblood, and 
Outstanding Indian of the Year, Dominic Bramante

Expo Princess, and former 
Wichita Princess, Sydney Prince, 
with the Anadarko High School 

band

Ira Hight, Jr., Sydney Prince, and Trace
Totherow

Celebrity guest, Rudy Young-
blood, with Expo Princess, Syd-

ney Prince, Wichita Director, 
Tara Tartsah, and her grand-

daughter, Kashlynn
Tribal President, Terri Parton

Wichita Tribal Princess candidate, Soila Navarette Weselline

New Juvenille Services Director, Mandy Tackett, 
representing the Foster Care Program

Wichita Young Men’s Society and the Wichita Little Sisters

Wichita Tribal Princess winning candidate, Charlie McAdams, asks 
spectators to “LuLu for Beads”

Wichita 
Tribal 

Princess, 
Joli 

Hererra, 
speaks at 

the 
Beautiful 

Indian Baby 
Contest.

The princesses visited Silvercrest Nursing Home in Anadarko.

Princess Director, Tara Tartsah, Ira Hight, Jr., Lacee 
Leonard, Terri Parton, Joli Hererra, and Trace 

Totherow

WCDC Director, Sunshine Yeahquo, with children 
from the Wichita Child Development Center

Expo Princess, Sydney Prince, 
speaks at the Beautiful Indian Baby 

Contest

Sugar Creek Casino employees, Edwina Horsechief, and 
Christie Coker, ready to represent for the parade

Kiyehess
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40th Annual Wichita Tribal Dance

My name is Alexis Nicole Ahtone-Abbott and I am the 9 year 
old daughter of Juanita “Nee-Kaye” and Bryant Moore and Josh 
and Sarah Abbott. My maternal grandparents are Kateri Kay 
Luther Ahtone and the Late Vincent George Ahtone and Jim 
and Gaye Moore. My maternal great-grandparents are the late 
Sylvester Luther, the late Eva Guy Luther and the late Standford 
Wahekits, and Juanita (Daugomah) Ahtone and the late Vernon 
“Burr” Ahtone. My paternal grandparents are Ginger Abbott 
and the late Roger Abbott. I am a proud member of the Wichita 
and Affiliated Tribes, with Kiowa and Caddo descent. 

I am a 4th grade student at Will Rogers Elementary in Oklahoma 
City, where I participate in soccer and basketball. I have been an 
active member of the Wichita Little Sisters since I was 3 years 
old. I have also participated in the Wichita Language Class, 
Wichita Summer Youth Program and the Wichita-Pawnee 
Visitation. 

I would like to thank Ms. Cassie and the Wichita Little Sisters 
Organization for giving me the opportunity to represent the 
Wichita Little Sisters for the 2015-2016 year. I fully intend to do my 
best and represent the tribe as often as possible. I would also like 
to thank Cassie McAdams, Gary McAdams, and Doris McLemore 
for helping guide me in the proper ways in and around the arena 
and for taking the time to teach me some of our Wichita Language.  
 
So:ti:c?a

Alexis Nicole Ahtone-Abbott

Little Sisters Crown
2016 Princess

Phillip Major Smith was born 
on June 26, 1935 to Julius 
Smith and Richenda (Hen-
drix) Smith, in the Old Indian 
Hospital in Lawton, Oklaho-
ma. He was named Phillip for 
his Wichita grandfather, Phil-
lip Hendrix, a 4/4 Wichita and 
Major for his Pawnee grandfa-
ther, Major Smith, a 4/4 Paw-
nee. Phillip Major Smith was 
an enrolled member of the 
Wichita tribe.
He was an Anadarko High 
School graduate, in the class 
of 1955. He joined the United 
States Armey in 1956 and re-
tired as a Master Sergeant with 

25 years of active service. He 
served two tours in Germany 
and two tours in Vietnam. He 
was a Vietnam Combat Veter-
an who served with the 101st 
Airborne Division and the 1st 
Cavalry (Air Mobile) Divi-
sion as a Crew Chief and Door 
Gunner. His awards were the 
National Defense Medal, Se-
nior Parachutist Badge, Se-
nior Jumpmaster Badge, Se-
nior Aircraft Crewman Service 
Medal, Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Republic of 
Vietnam Gallantry Cross with 
Palm, Bronze Medal, Overseas 
Service Ribbon, the Purple 
Heart Medal, Good Conduct 

Medal, and Marksman Med-
al (Rifle). He was with the 
101st Airborne, Ft. Campbell, 
Kentucky, during the forced 
integration of the Little Rock 
School System and the Cuban 
Missile Crisis of 1963. The 
Army was his life and he took 
great pride in his service.
Phillip was married to Ro-
berta Smith of the Caddo Na-
tion, and has two sons, Dan-
ny Owen and Morey Smith, 
and two daughters, Rhonda 
Graggs and Jackie Harmon of 
Binger. Phillip Major Smith 
passed away on April 4, 2012 
at the Clinton Veterans Center 
in Clinton, Oklahoma. 

Youth Archery Tournament
Hight and Trace Totherow

The new Tribal Princess, Charlie McAdams, seen with her family 
above (L-R) Addie McAdams (sister), Charles Chalepah (father), 

Makenna McAdams (sister), Gary McAdams (grandfather), Charlie 
(self), and Cassandra McAdams (mother)

Congratulations Charlie!

Khloe Spence, daugh-
ter of Abbie Spence, 
and granddaughter 

of the late Nancy and 
Stratford Williams

Head Little Girl 
Dancer, Kashlynn 
Cooper, daughter 
of Lorri Osceola 

and granddaughter 
of Tarah Tartsah, 

with Head Lit-
tle Boy Dancer, 
Matthew Toye-
koyah, son of 

Haley Williams, 
and grandson of 

the late Nancy and 
Stratford Williams

Youth Archery
Joli Hererra, Alexis Ahtone-Abbott, Kashlynn Cooper, Elora Moore, 

and President Parton

T-shirt design this year

Tribal Administrator, James Nelson, Jr. unfolds the flag of Phillip 
Major Smith for the flag raising, along with Phillip’s brother-in-

law,  Richard Ruckman

2016 Wichita Princess

Wichita singers, Gary McAdams, Jimmy Reeder, 
and Daryl Galindo

 Kiyawic

Phillip Major Smith



Wichita Tribal News Eight

Ti:ya:cichas
Sports

July 20-24, Kidz2Achieve and 
Riverside Indian School host-
ed a summer basketball camp 
with former NBA basketball 
player, Doug Christie. The 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
sponsored eleven youth for 
this event. Maleah Williams 
(daughter of Ashley Passi), 
Cameron Smith (son of Shay-
la Wauahdooah-Smith), Ma-
riah Washington (daughter 
of Misty Washington), Ivory 
Miller (daughter of Kaci Mill-
er), Acacia Luke (daughter of 
Amber Luke), Christian Dob-
son (son of Brandy Cozad), 
Keith Marquez, James Mar-
quez, and  Jamie Marquez 
(children of Christie Coker), 
Kayden Harrison, and Jacoby 
Williams (son of Janny Wil-
liams) attended the training. 
They recieved NBA level train-
ing from Christie with support 
instruction from K2A and RIS 
coaches.  
Kids2Achieve develops young 
minds, builds strong bodies, 
and creates a platform of suc-
cess for at-risk Oklahoma chil-
dren.

The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes Walking/Running Club participated in the 
Expo Run for the 84th American Indian Exposition on August 8, and the 
2015 Glo Run in Mitch Park, Edmond, OK, on August 29. The nighttime run 
featured a live DJ, paint booth, glo tunnels and black lights. The Walking/
Running Club holds weekly walks, provides educational information and in-
centives for participation, and sponsors participants for running events. It 
is open to enrolled Wichita tribal members, descendants, Wichita and Affil-
iated Tribe employees, and family members.  For more information about 
the Walking/Running Club, or to join, contact Misty Washington, Fitness 
Assistant, (405) 247-2425 ext. 152.

Walking/Running Club

Coach Boone, 
President and 

CEO of K2A, and 
Mr. Doug Christie 

at the Riverside 
Indian School Bas-

ketball Camp

Club members featured in a night photo from the Glo event in 
Edmond, OK, August 29

Club members represent the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes at the 
84th Annual Indian Exposition’s walk/run

L-R Jessie Dela-
ware, Mary Seurer, 

David Komalty, 
Blake Clift, Stormy 

Gabehart, Wyatt 
Gabehart, Robbie 
Tahah, Amanda 

Birchfield, Daniel 
Stephenson, Kris-

ten Scott, Janet Lee 
and Randi Yeah-
pau. Not pictured 
Starr Chavez and 

Jeremy White

Team Sugar Creek

Kidz 2 Achieve

Kiyata:w

Wichita Night

Sr. Women-
3rd Tara Tartsah
2nd Cassandra McAdams
1st Jill Parker

Sr. Men-
2nd Frank Swift
1st Chester Tieyah Jr.

Golden Age Women
2nd Marilyn Tiger
1st Debbie Ahboah

Jr. Girls
3rd Kennedy Fridia
2nd Ezabelle Chaddlesone 
1st Isabella Fridia

Jr. Boys
2nd Ehren Longhat
1st Corbyn Swift

Teen Girls
3rd Charlie McAdams
2nd Erin “Maggie” Birch
1st Joli Herrera

Teen Boys
1st Trace Totherow

Open Contests

Teen Girls Cloth
4th Mali Cooper-Youngman 
3rd Stephanie Tongkeamah
2nd Malia Pewo
1st Jenessa Herrera

Teen Girls Jingle/ Fancy 
Shawl
4th Jessica Murrow
3rd Rainy Attockonie
2nd Erin “Maggie” Birch
1st Joli Herrera

Teen Girls Buckskin
4th Mukumah Kossechony
3rd Ramsyee Kiley
2nd Brittany Taylor
1st Racey Satepeahtaw

Jr. Girls Buckskin/Cloth
4th Tea Tahehawwickah
3rd Ezabelle Chaddlesone
2nd Isabella Fridia
1st Nivy Yarholar

Jr. Girls Jingle/Fancy Shawl
4th Aubrey Chaddlesone
3rd Bella Kodaseet
2nd Dhallyn Mottenry
1st Kashlynn Osceola

Jr. Boys Traditional/
Straight
4th Ehren Longhat
3rd Seneca Anderson
2nd Jordan Beartrack
1st Ronald Monessy, Jr.

Jr. Boys Fancy/Grass
4th Jaylen Ahtone-Pherigo
3rd Thomas Maushahty Ware IV
2nd Mylin Wilson
1st Flair Popetsadice

Sr. Women’s Cloth
4th Ponca-We Victors
3rd Sandy Harris
2nd Jacqueline Tsonetokoy
1st Toni Miller

Sr. Women’s Jingle/
Fancy Shawl
4th Rebekah Navaquaya
3rd Laci Dent
2nd Donie Pewo
1st Brittany Yarholar

Sr. Women Buckskin
4th Monica Raphael
3rd Chenaye Standingrock
2nd Crystal Lightfoot
1st Erin Yarholar

Teen Boys Straight
4th Corey Chasenah
3rd Jeffrey Lightfoot
2nd Gentry Kiley
1st Trace Totherow

Teen Boys Traditional
Grass
2nd TJ Tanyah 
1st Atlan Anthony

Teen Boys Fancy 
3rd Wyatt Patty
2nd Tyler Johnson
1st Akhyka Pewo

Golden Age Women
4th Marie Ware
3rd Irene Edwards
2nd Nancy Lonelodge
1st Debbie Ahboah

Golden Age Men
4th Robert Bustly
3rd Lewis Cozad
2nd R.G. Harris
1st Darrell Wildcat

40th Annual Dance Contest Winners
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Isi:c?i:te:re?e  
Notices   

Tribal 
Enrollment 

as of 
September 10, 2015

2,842

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes
Children’s Clothing 
Assistance Program
Notice for FY-2015

Applications are still 
available. Must be recieved by 

September 30, 2015.
BENEFITS: The Wichita Executive Committee, by 
a vote of 5-0-0 on Tuesday, June 30, 2015, that all 
enrolled children of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
ages 17 years of age and under will receive $150 in 
assistance for the purposes of purchasing clothing. 
Children must be enrolled by 09/30/2015 to receive 
the benefit for FY-2015.

WHO MAY APPLY: Due to problems in the past 
between Parents and Grandparents, Aunts or Un-
cles, only Parents or Legal Guardians may apply for 
Clothing Assistance for the Children. If a Grandpar-
ent, Aunt or Uncle is applying for someone for Chil-
dren’s Clothing they must have written consent from 
the parent to apply and to pick up the check. It is 
stated in the Children’s Clothing Assistance Guide-
lines that only parents or legal guardians may apply. 
If we do not have written consent from the parent 
it may delay the issuance of the Children’s Clothing 
Check.

RECEIPTS: Receipts for clothing purchases from 
this year’s program (FY-15) must be turned in to the 
Enrollment Office in order for your child(ren) to be 
eligible for FY-2016 Children’s Clothing Assistance. 
You as the parent or legal guardian are responsible 
and must take responsibility to ensure that your 
child(ren) receipts are returned.

PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS TO THE 
ENROLLMENT OFFICE 

WICHITA AND AFFILIATED TRIBES 
P.O. BOX 729, ANADARKO OK 73005 

(405) 247-2425 EXT. 134

MAKE SURE YOU TURN IN THE RECEIPTS 
FOR YOUR CHILDREN SO THEY CAN

CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THE ASSISTANCE.

SKILLED TRADE AND 
PART TIME LABORERS

Ramsey and Associates of Norman, Oklahoma, is look-
ing for skilled sub contractors and general part time 

labors to assist in the re-construction of a Wichita and 
Affiliated Tribal project located in 

Anadarko, Oklahoma.
Previous experience in construction and tribal mem-
bership is a plus. If you are interested and can pass a 
comprehensive background and drug screening test, 

please contact us at (405)268-2317 or email at 
ramseyandassoc@yahoo.com. 

Do You Have 
Community News to Share?

If you have a birthday, graduation, award or other significant event to share, please contact 
me at 405-247-2425 ext. 165 or at newsletter@wichitatribe.com. We want to cele-
brate with you. Please include any information of note including dates, lineage, photos (in 
digital format or original photos) and contact information. 

-Amber Luke

Sugar Creek Casino 
Mentorship Program

The Wichita and Affiliated Tribe is currently accept-
ing applications from enrolled Wichita Tribal mem-
bers who are interested in participating in our Men-
torship program located at Sugar Creek Casino. This 
program is established for Wichita Tribal Members 
wishing to obtain career development in gaming.   
Programs are developed for Mid-Level and Execu-
tive Level training depending on education, manage-
ment experience and qualifications.  The program 
will vary between 12 months up to a 2 year program.
The mentee will be required to work in all areas of 
every department within the casino. They must be 
able to work a variety of shifts during the program. 
The program will include research and completion of 
courses in conjunction with interdisciplinary, cross 
departmental trainings, critical thinking and deci-
sion making and effective interpersonal skills that 
add value to the casino and tribe as a whole.
The mentee will have the responsibility of having 
adequate transportation to and from Sugar Creek 
Casino. Hours will vary on the department they are 
mentoring. Mentee’s will be given the opportunity to 
attend training that is needed for the growth and the 
success of this program.
The purpose of the mentorship program is to devel-
op the Wichita Tribal member to gain experience, 
knowledge and professional development required 
to attain positions in management. 

Prerequisites: Educational requirements vary de-
pending on the program enrolled.
Application Requirements: Submit application on-
line, college transcript, current resume and a letter 
explaining why you wish to be considered for the 
program and an overview of your career goals.
Background Investigation:  Applicants must be drug 
free; submit and pass a FBI background investiga-
tion and receive a Key gaming license in order to 
work for Sugar Creek Casino in this program. 

Those interested should submit application require-
ments to Human Resources, Shannan Mehringer, at 
smehringer@sugarcreekcasino.net.  

Iskhiri?awa::s Ten
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Community News

Do You Have 
Community News to 

Share?
If you have a birthday, graduation, award or 

other significant event to share, please contact 
me at 405-247-2425 ext. 165 or at 
newsletter@wichitatribe.com. 

We want to celebrate with you. Please include 
any information of note including dates, lin-

eage, photos (in digital format or original pho-
tos) and contact information. 

-Amber Luke

Dr. Earl Elam discusses his ongoing works

Stuart Owings holds open discussion on Pawnee/
Wichita Visitation traditions and customs

Dr. Don Blakeslee discusses 
Wichita Archaeology in Kansas

Fresh Cutz For the Community

Shayla Wauahdooah-SmithSylas Reeder

Former tribal President, Newton La-
mar, was recently honored in Wash-
ington, D.C. When Newton Lamar died 
in 1989 the Veterans Administration 
sent a flag to drape the casket in hon-
or of his service. On August 25, 2015, 
that flag was flown over the Pentagon 
in his memory. He left Riverside In-
dian School when he was 16 or 17 and 
joined the Army Air Corps. He lat-
er transitioned into the Air Force and 
was a gunner and mechanic on a B-29 
bomber. He served the Strategic Air 
Command and was always proud of his 
military service. That day, over the icon 
of our Nation's mighty military, the flag 
of a Wichita man flew proudly. 

Iskhiri?awa::s chi?as hakikitakih

Two tribal members, Shayla Wauahdooah-Smith and Sylas Reeder, gave a night of free haircuts to the Anadarko community in a back-to-school event 
on July 30, 2015. The event was held at Fresh Cutz Barbershop, in Anadarko, where Sylas is a proprietor. This is the fifth year that the two have par-
ticipated in this community service event. Shayla is the daughter of Leah Wauahdooah and granddaughter of the late Betty Thompson Wauahdooah, 
and Sylas is the son of Benita Reeder and grandson of Vera Reeder.

The Wichita Cultural Education Program(WCEP) held a 
Wichita History Seminar on Saturday, August 22, 2015 
in the newly renovated Wichita Community Building. 
Presentations began at 10:00 AM with a lecture by Dr. 
Earl Elam covering the period 1859-1901, the reserva-
tion years. This period is the subject of a book by Dr. 
Elam that is a work in progress.

Dr. Elam was followed by Dr. Don Blakeslee who talked 
about Wichita archaeology in Kansas with an empha-
sis on the archaeological resources in and near Arkan-
sas City, Kansas. He reported on previous and recent 
research and investigations that have occurred there, 
such as, the geophysical testing of several sites in Ark 
City which Dr. Blakeslee organized and supervised in 
June of this year.

The seminar wrapped up with an open discussion of the 
protocols associated with the centuries old tradition of 
the Wichita-Pawnee Visitation, led by Stuart Owings.

Wichita History 
Seminar

Newton Lamar 
Honored at 
Pentagon
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